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WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE TRIBE HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT 2020

Summary of Results

COMPLETED
SURVEYS*

654 *Not including 15 additional surveys completed by households 
not in sample; reported percentages were calculated based on 
all responses for each question. Not all respondents answered 
every question.

2,731

RESPONSE
RATE

97.2%

Fort Apache residents’ 
information was collected
in the survey

87.2%
were enrolled members 
of the tribe

97.8%
were American Indian 
or Alaska Native 
(single or multi-race)

2.3%
of adults were 
veterans

POPULATION
ESTIMATE

14,853
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26
was the median age of the surveyed 
population

53.5%
of individuals in surveyed households 
were female

27.8%
of individuals in surveyed households 
were children (under 18 years of age)

Age and Gender, Fort Apache Reservation

Age and Gender, United  States*

*Data source: American Community Survey, 2014-2018 5-year estimates

*Less than 0.1%
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EMPLOYENT AND INCOME
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Household Income Comparison

WMAT HOUSING 
NEEDS ASSESSMENT

FORT APACHE
(ACS 2018 5-YEAR)

ARIZONA
(ACS 2018 5-YEAR)

UNITED STATES
(ACS 2018 5-YEAR)

Median Income $25,000 $28,887 $59,213 $60,293

Average Income $33,880 $38,733 $77,221 $84,938

Permanent Full-Time 576 33.5%

Permanent Part-Time 56 3.3%

Temporary Full-Time 48 2.8%

Temporary Part-Time 39 2.3%

Seasonal Full-time 41 2.3%

Seasonal Part-time 18 1.0%

Self-Employed 20 1.2%

Student 51 3.0%

Stay-At-Home Caregiver (Unpaid) 12 0.7%

Unemployed 699 40.6%

Retired 162 9.4%

Disabled 70 4.1%

JOB STATUS*

69.0%
of unemployed adults did 
not look for work in the 
past month

*Multiple-answer question. Percentages add up to more than 100%.

23.0%
of elders worked 
permanent full-time or 
part-time jobs

37.7%
of households reported 
one of their top priorities 
for the tribe was to 
increase the number of 
stable jobs
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17.6%

Saving enough for down  
payment and closing costs

High cost (money/time) of 
maintenance and repairs

Low credit score

Not enough income/ability to  
make monthly loan payment

Inability to get a land lease/lot 
in a desired location

37.2% 37.2%

18.9%23.9%

33.3%

*Multiple-answer question. Percentages add up to more than 100%.

HOUSING

Biggest Barriers to Homeownership (Respondent could choose up to 3)*

Lack of available housing

Total Number of People 
in Current Unit

AVERAGE:		              4.18 PEOPLE
MEDIAN:		                     4 PEOPLE
RANGE:	                    1 – 17 PEOPLE
ACS REPORTED AVG:  	4.51 PEOPLE

2,161
estimated additional housing units are 
needed on the Fort Apache Reservation 
if every individual, couple, or family unit 
who wanted to live in their own housing 
unit could live separately

24.7%
of households are 
interested in buying 
or renting-to-own a new 
home

0 5 10 15 20 25

Overcrowded

Severely Overcrowded

US*

Arizona*

Fort Apache*

WMAT Housing 
Needs Assesment

Percent

Total responses | 669

7.3 16.9

5.5 13.7

3.01.4

1.1 2.3

*ACS 2018 5-year estimates

Overcrowding ComparisonOvercrowding in  Households
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HOUSING

Housing Most Needed to Serve Fort Apache Community
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Accessory dwelling units (ADUs)*

Environmentally friendly (solar) homes*

Repaired existing housing*

Transitional housing

Veterans housing

Temporary housing

Student housing

Skilled nursing facilities (nursing homes)

Fair market housing
(housing with no income requirements)

Housing for people with disabilities

Assisted/independent living for elders

Homeless shelter

A�ordable housing

16.7

23.0

69.7

41.0

31.2

37.9

29.2

13.6

Percentage 

Additional Community Housing

Total responses | 647
This question was asked to households what additional housing is most needed.
Multiple-answer question. Percentages add up to more than 100%.
* Denotes a response that was not an original answer choice. 

WMAHA  Community Assessment
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RESPONSES

OWN: 485 (28.2%)

LIVE WITH FAMILY/
FRIENDS PERMANENTLY: 
(NO PAYMENT) 

485 (28.2%)

RENT: 337 (19.6%)

LIVE WITH
FAMILY/FRIENDS 
TEMPORARILY:
(NO PAYMENT)

182 (10.6%)

RENT WITH FAMILY/
FRIENDS: 132 (7.7%)

OWN WITH FAMILY/
FRIENDS: 94 (5.5%)

UNHOUSED: 1 (0.1%)

Current Housing Status of Adults Homes in Substandard Condition

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

US*

Arizona*

Fort Apache*

WMAT Housing 
Needs Assesment

Percent

Total responses | 669

13.0 14.9

6.1 8.5

*ACS 2018 5-year estimates

.8|.6

.8|.4

Lacking complete plumbing facilities

Lacking complete kitchen facilities

Substandard Living Conditions
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40.7%
of adults were interested in 
pursuing additional education

30.9%
of households reported one of 
their top priorities for the Tribe 
was to create educational 
opportunities

2.5%
of teenagers (ages 13 to 17) 
were not currently in school

EDUCATION

Below 9th Grade 61 4.2%

9th-12th Grade (No High School Diploma) 328 22.8%

High School Diploma 95 6.6%

GED/HSED 471 32.7%

Some College (No Degree) 251 17.4%

Technical College/Certification 65 4.5%

Associate’s Degree 70 4.9%

Bachelor’s Degree 61 4.2%

Graduate or Professional Degree 33 2.3%

Doctorate 5 0.3%

HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION ATTAINED BY ADULTS (AGE 25+)

Reported Barriers to Completing Higher Education

0 10 20 30 40 50

Administrative barriers*

Don’t have the tools/resources (e.g., computer/internet)

Overwhelmed by environment

Length of school programs (takes too long to get a degree)

Not academically prepared (personal background)

Lack of online courses

Lack of childcare

Lack of transportation

Lack of time due to work schedule

Family responsibilities

Cost is too high 41.8

40.5

28.9

20.7

31.6

14.8

13.8

12.2

7.6

10.8

Percentage 

Reported Barriers to Continuing Education

Total responses | 304
This question was asked to households with members interested in further education.
Multiple-answer question. Percentages add up to more than 100%.
*Denotes a respose that was not an original answer choice.

WMAHA  Community Assessment

2.6

1.0
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LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATIONS

Apache Speaking Ability by Age

* Less than 3%
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Preferred Communication Source
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Community bulletin board*

Television*

Text message*

Tribal website

Printed mail

Email

Newsletter

Social media

Telephone

In-person

Radio 46.0
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Communication Preferences

Total responses |661
This question was asked to households how they  preferred the Tribe communicate 
with them about news and information.
Multiple-answer question. Percentages add up to more than 100%.
*Denotes a respose that was not an original answer choice.

WMAHA  Community Assessment
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HEALTH AND PUBLIC SAFETY
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An electric circuit breaker box?

An unexpired fire extinguisher?

A functional carbon
monoxide detector

(with a working battery)

A functional smoke detector
(with a working battery)?

Percentage

Public Safety Home Features
WMAHA Housing Needs Assessment
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Home Features: Does This Home, Apartment, or Mobile Home Have... 
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No coverage of any type

Contract Health
(Purchased/Referred Care)

VA Insurance (TRICARE)

Purchased individually or through
the health insurance exchange

Medicare (Elderly and Disabled)

Insurance through employer

Medicaid (AHCCCS) or CHIP

IHS (Indian Health Service)

Percentage 

Health Coverage Among Household Members

Total responses | 667

WMAHA Housing Needs Assessment
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Health Coverage Among Household Members
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TRIBE PRIORITIES

Top Priorities for the Tribe

0 10 20 30 40 50

New requirements for Tribal Council*

Dialysis*

Improve veterans services

Increase wellness activities

Increase childcare/daycare options

Expand transportation options

Improve water quality in homes

Increase housing supply

Develop more language and cultural preservation programs

Build a local community center and/or exercise facilities

Expand drug rehabilitation programs and facilities

Create educational opportunities 
(e.g. vocational/trade, GED, or college prep)

Improve safety and law enforcement

Increase the number of stable jobs

Improve housing conditions 43.4

35.8

30.4

18.7

30.9

17.7

12.2

9.4

10.8

15.0

37.7

27.1

15.7

6.2

5.0

Percentage 

Top Tribal Priorities 

Total responses | 657
Multiple-answer question. Percentages add up to more than 100%.
*Denotes a respose that was not an original answer choice.

WMAHA  Community Assessment
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What Types of New or Expanded Services, 
Businesses, or Industries Would You like to 
See on the Fort Apache Reservation?

What Do You Appreciate Most about 
Living on the Fort Apache Reservation?
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