Vergennes/Panton
Boundary Establishment

July 17th, 2025



Historical Context

TIM COWAN, LS CONDUCTED RECENT SURVEY, WORKING
ON THIS PROJECT SINCE MID 90°S






NEW HAMPSHIRE
GRANTS
CA.1761-1762
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Intent of Charter
Description

Impetus from F’burgh Proprietors
Basis: “Town Plot”
Basis: Original Lot Lines

Charter Dims =2 Lots X 3 Lots

Lot lines can be found on ground
(in Ferrisburgh)



PANTON “Short-changed”

CA. 1761
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Plan of Fanion

EastTa Ottsr Srasd —

1 £ New Ham Jst Nov* 3, 1'{61
%Ie%?;gilofmrg the bac%& of the Origional Charter of Panton under

the Province Seal % Theo dore Atkinson Qec™



Panton Proprietors were not keen on “City”.

(Voted)
“.. to have no part of the Town taken

off for a City at the N.E. Corner of
said Town”,

January 1787 Meeting
Panton Proprietors Records,
Vol. 1



PANTON 50 ACRE
LOTS

APPROXIMATE
CA 1785

10 AC. MILL LOT AT FALLS




Ll B4
g B ol
Rt Tl £ PLOT

Rl g

R . A NW CORNER NEW

‘ |t ’ HAVEN

Gov. Benning Wentworth’s
500 Acres Reserved (1761)
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1788
Charter
Boundaries

verbatim

“400 Rx 480 R”
100 Ch x 120 Ch
6600’ x 7920’
1.25 mi. x 1.5 mi.
1200 Acres

Declination
1762: 7d 40’ West
1991: 15d30’ West




&
)
&
5
a
2
£
&
n
S
3
w

“Tax Map”

Boundaries
(Red) Per Tax Map(s)
(Violet) verbatim

Charter
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>

\\\, 24 V.S.A. § 1461

Municipal Lines

\\“\

§ 1461. Location or alteration of municipal lines; monuments

(b) When the legislative bodies of adjoining municipalities are
unable to agree as to the location of a municipal line, or in the
absence of a clearly definable charter line, the legislative bodies
shall sign a written agreement to submit to arbitration pursuant

to 12 V.S.A. chapter 192. \
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Summary

No record of survey of city charter lines.
Anywhere.

City Charter dimensions = RECORD dimensions
of Ferrisburgh’s Original Lots.

Typical Lot Lines include surplus dimensions:
ca.2% - 3.33%

1783-1789 LAW: Provide 3.33% surplus chainage
in laying out town lines.

The pertinent Ferrisburgh Original Lots CAN be
retraced on the ground.

Charter lines extend into Panton & Waltham.



WHERE IS TUHAT
SURVEYOR? I'LL
BREAK HIS BONES!

HE 5A45 YOUR GARDEN
BELONGS IN VERGENNES

AND THE FARMER'S LAND
1BELON6S IN PANTON

HERE'S THE REPORT ON
HOUR PROPERTY..ACCORDING
TO THE SURVEYOR YOU'RE
BOTH WRONG..

NOBODY HERE BUT
US SCARECROWS

yIpUAS BINTe4 pelun A/8L &

R ‘o)

THE END
THANK YOU




Clarification Questions?
Otherwise, please hold general
questions till the end of the
presentation.



Why, How, When

Finished draft of boundary survey

delivered to municipal officials,

immediate recognition of need 10 [—_rs

gather information and dive into
discussion

Working group of administrative
Discussion centered around formed to find known and
handling this long-standing issue unknown consequences of any
action

Discussions and meetings held
with lawyers, assessors, listers,
zoning and planning officials,
legislators, infrastructure Decision to present 3 options
officials, and various personal
from nearly every area under
consideration

Plan will be to implement over
FY26 (CY25 into early CY26) with
finish before Grand List 2026
(April 15, 2026)



What and Where

Survey of Charter Line

implicated 28 parcels,

some whole, some
partial

Approximately 178
acres of land, mostly
residential, some
agricultural, some
developable land

Rough L Shape from

Northern Otter Creek,

to Western Otter
Creek
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Boundary Proposal 1

* Establish the Current Tax Map Line as the Official
Boundary between Vergennes and Panton

* Pros
* No change for residents or taxes for either
community

* Codifies boundary, up to this point not official
* Cons

* Not respective of best historical evidence

* Not respective of parcels split by boundary

* Loss of Grand List and Tax value for Panton

* Would have to be officially surveyed, adding
time and expense to project




CHARTER LrtEr L

CHARTE
AEPROX
A

SHADED AREA
7178+ ACRES




e Establish Charter Line as Official Boundary
between Vergennes and Panton

* Pros

* Respective of best evidence for charter
intent

* Codifies boundary, up to this point not
official

BOundary PrOposal  Panton gains Grand List and taxable

parcels

2 e Cons

* Development has occurred without
regard to charter line

* Further divides parcels, increasing
difficulty for residents

* Panton’s capacity to manage increase
in population, infrastructure, and
- . education responsibility
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\ e Establish the boundary between Vergennes and
x Panton as a negotiated line

* Pros

» Uses existing surveyed property
boundaries

e Adds to Panton’s Grand List and taxable

BO un d a ry Pro posal parcels without overwhelming limited

services and administrative capacity

3_Ad m | N |St rative « Reconciles centuries old boundary

issue in a manner sensitive to

Proposal modern/current development

e Cons

* Negotiated boundary will need a period
of adjustment/comfortability

* Willrequire agreement between the
municipalities in several areas



SHADED AREA

178x AC.
BETWEEN TAX LINE &
CHARTER LINE




Reasoning

* Panton’s small size, and small tax base made the
inclusion of some parcels untenable

Increased Police and Fire contracted services
Increased Education Tax Liability

Difference in Zoning, with regard to developable
properties and potential Bypass

Overarching desire to amend historical mistake,
while not ignoring present day needs and residents

Pump station and Vergennes Sewer Infrastructure
“Good will” and intermunicipal relationships




Stipulations needed to make this possible

Panton will have to agree to the
following:

Parcels moving from Vergennes to Panton are
granted Vergennes Zoning Regulations, as of
date of adoption, perhaps in perpetuity, to be
enshrined in official Land Records

Panton will accept the physical data from the
2025 Vergennes re-appraisal in good faith, and
will use that data in the Panton Land Schedule
and Cost Table calculations

Vergennes will have to agree to
the following:

The properties that currently receive service
via the Vergennes Sewer system will continue
to do so, and at the residential rate.
Additionally, any services normally provided
by the City of Vergennes related to sewers will
continue.



Path Forward

24 V.S.A. Section 1461
lays out a clear path for
municipalities seeking to
alter, amend, or establish
boundary lines.

If agreementis reached,
process is relatively
simple and
straightforward

If agreement can’t be
reached, the issues
proceeds to arbitration




Questions/Comments
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