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North Ann Arbor Street Historic District

1. Name: North Ann Arbor Street Historic District

2. Location: buildings on the west side of N. Ann Arbor Street between
Russell and Bennett (301-327 N. Ann Arbor) and 306-324 N. Ann
Arbor on the east side of the street, Saline, MI.

3. Classification: district, private, occupied, unrestricted,
residential

4, Property Owners List (all residences):

301 N. Ann Arbor 303 N. Ann Arbor
Hazen Jewell Richard Compton

301 N. Ann Arbor St. 303 N. Ann Arbor St.
S4line, MI, 48176 Saline, MI. 48176

305 N. Ann Arbor 306 N. Ann Arbor
Edward A. Raus Arthur and Ruth Miller
305 N. Ann Arbor St. 306 N. Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI, 48176 Saline, MI, 48176

307 N. Ann Arbor 308 N. Ann Arbor
Paul Horn ‘ , Keith Baron

307 N. Ann Arbor 308 N. Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI.,48176 Saline, MI. 48176

309 N. Ann Arbor St. 310 N. Ann Arbor
Doug Jones Norwin and Hilda Raus
309 N. Ann Arbor 310 N. Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI, 48176 Saline, MI. 48176

311 N. Ann Arbor St. 312 N. Ann Arbor St.
Davis and Jennifer Toth Richard G. Heller
311 N. Ann Arbor St. 312 N. Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI.48176 Saline, MI. 48176

313 N. Ann Arbor St. 314 N. Ann Arbor St.
Calvin Freeman Gerald Wilde

313 N. Arbor St. 314 N. Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI, 48176 Saline, MI. 48176
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315 N. Ann Arbor St.
John Lake

315 N. Ann Arbor
Saline, MI, 48176

318 N. Ann Arbor St.
B. K. MacDonald
318 N. Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI, 48716

320 N. Ann Arbor St.
John and Marilyn Jaeger
320 N. Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI,L 48176

323 N. Ann Arbor

Ray Armbruster, Jr.
323. N. Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI, 48176

325 N. Ann Arbor St.
Earl D. Culliton

316 N. Ann Arbor St.
Douglas Smith

316 N. Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI. 48176

319 N. Ann Arbor St.
Gary L. Hahn

319 N. Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI.48176

322 N. Ann Arbor St.
James Hoeft

P.0. Box 261

Saline, MI.48176

324 N. Ann Arbor St.
Wade and Linda Gilkey
324 N. Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI, 48176

327 N. Ann Arbor St.
Lynn Armbruster

325 N. Ann Arbor St. 7090 Saline-Ann Arbor Rd.
Saline, MI, 48176 Saline, MI. 48176

7. Description
Condition: good, altered, original site

The North Ann Arbor Street Historic District comprises roughly eight
acres within the historic residential neighborhood bordering Ann Arbor
Street north of Michigan Avenue (see photos #1-5). The block-long
District contains 22 homes and 11 barns and carriage houses, the
majority of which re_present well preserved examples of Vernacular,
Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival styles dating from the 1870s through
the early twentieth century. Due to alterations in facade materials,
the District's two Italianate homes and one Bungalow are much less
significant examples of period. Two one-story brick homes in a
contemporary ranch style do not contribute to the District's historic
character; however, because of their size they are relatively
unobstrusive, and thus they do not compromise the integrity of the
District.

Lot sizes and setback are quite uniform on the east side of Ann Arbor;

on the west side larger lots and setbacks predominate from 315 N. Ann
Arbor through the corner building at 327. Smaller lots occur in the
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area of the intrusions. The mature shade trees which line the street
contribute to the District's character.

Queen Anne structures of high design quality dominate the District.
Since the 1975 survey, many of these buildings have been repainted in
Victorian color schemes such as browns, greens, and rusts. The more
typical white also predominates. With the exception of the stucco-
covered home at 306, and occasional application of siding, all of the
contributing structures are faced with wood. Buildings on the whole are
well maintained, although some have undergone changes to porches and
other minor alterations over the years. The more commercial Bennett
Street to the north marks a transition zone into a more modern
development, while the buildings to the immediate south of the District,
although of comparable age, exhibit a greater degree of alteration,
especially the application of siding.

List of Contributing Structures

301 N. Ann Arbor (late 1800s), Queen Anne: a two-story gabled roof
residence with a one-story southern addition, and two-story northern
wing with a gabled dormer, wide frieze, and front porch with cast iron
railing. The building is covered with aluminum siding. By 1915 Frank
Rose, station agent for the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railroad,
owned the property. It is uncertain whether or not Rose actually built
the house.

Charles Cool House, 303 N. Ann Arbor (1910), Colonial Revival, Elwood
Rogers, builder, photo #6: a two-and-one-half story clapboard building
with a square plan and one-story rear addition. The full-pedimented
front gable end contains a Palladian window. Other decorative details
include shingle work and a dentillated eaves. A matching carriage house
is located to the rear. The date of this building is substantiated in
the deed records for 1910, when Cool purchased the lot from Frank Rose.

306 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1869), Italianate: a two-story rectangular
structure with a side shed porch addition and wooden carriage barn. A
stucco veneer now covers the facade; design features include ornamental
wooden lintels and a full width front porch. The building seems to be
pictured on the 1872 Bird's Eye View.

Presbyterian Parsonage, 307 N. Ann Arbor (1861), Italianate: a
substantially altered two-story Italianate cube covered with dressed
stone and aluminum siding. Original features include the transom and
sidelights of the front door. An original view of the building appears

in the First Presbyterian Church Sequicentennial Yearbook. The date of
this building is substantiated in tax records.
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Peter W. Weienett House, 308 N. Ann Arbor (1892), Queen Anne, photo #8:
a two-and-one-half story clapboard residence with a T-shaped plan,
Eastlake side and entrance porches, and sunburst and carved panel
accents on the main facade. Date substantiated in newspaper accounts.

309 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1880), Queen Anne: a two-and-one-half story
clapboard home currently undergoing renovation. The irregularly-shaped
plan includes side gables with cut corners, and front and rear Eastlake
porches. Round, paired rectangular and square windows fenestrate the
building. A barn with shinged accents in the gable ends sits to the
rear of the property.

310 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1880s), Queen Anne: a two-and-one-half story
clapboard building with a two-story shed extension and wooden carriage
barn to the rear. Design features include the gabled dormer projecting
from the roof, and a wraparound porch with Eastlake detailing.

The John W. Hull House, 311 N. Ann Arbor(aLw?Q). Vernacular: a two-
story L-shaped frame construction, now covered with aluminum siding,
with a gabled roof, shutters, and out-of-period Greek Revival details.
This building appears to be pictured on the 1872 Bird's Eye View. An
aluminum-sided barn sits to the rear. John Hull had a number of
businesses in Saline, -in¢luding a hardware store and a grain elevator
operatlon.

312 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1910), Vernacular: a relatively unadorned two-
story L-shaped building sheathed with clapboard, resting on a dressed
stone foundation, and featuring a front porch with wrought iron railing.
A barn with a modern door sits to the rear of the building.

313 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1920), Bungalow: a one-and-a-half story gabled
building covered with siding and in fair condition. The full-width
front porch with its splayed columns rests on a dressed stone
foundation.

314 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1907), transitional Queen Anne-Colonial Revival:
an irregularly-shaped two-and-one-half story home with a hipped roof,
projecting bays with broken pediments, a wraparound front porch, and a
fan and keyhole window on the main facade; a barn with a broken cornice
and diagonal siding sits to the rear. John Koch sold this home to
Willis Fowler in 1907. The exact date of the home's construction is
uncertain. In 1909, Fowler sold to Louis Cool, brother of Charles Cool
and partner with him in the operation of a grain elevator along the

railroad tracks. These dates are substantiated by deed records.
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Alfred Miller House, 315 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1875), Vernacular: a two-
story L-shaped plan with a side addition. The clapboard building
features a columned front porch which rests on a fieldstone foundation.
Alfred Miller, Exchange Hotel proprietor, had purchased this lot prior
to the 1871 platting of Bennett's Addition. Arthur Miller, his
grandson, states that his grandfather built the home in 1865, but tax
records do not substantiate this date. Oral history also indicates that
Miller moved to the home after the death of his wife, which occurred in
1872. The building may be pictured in the 1872 Bird's Eye View,

316 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1880), Vernacular: an L-shaped clapboard
residence, two stories high with a steeply pitched roof and a one-story
shed addition. The hipped roof front porch has splayed columns resting
on brick foundations and a wooden railing. Two gabled roof barns sit to
the rear of the house.

318 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1880), Vernacular, photo #9: a one-and-a-half
story frame construction with a one-story wing at the rear. A steeply
pitched dormer projects from the secondary roof of the "L". Windows are
topped with pointed architraves. The porch was remodeled between 1921
and 1929. The building appears on the 1888 Sanborn map.

Egbert P. Harper House, 319 N. Ann Arbor (1891-93), Queen Anne, Charles
Sauer, builder; photo #7: a two-and-one-half story cross-shaped plan
executed in clapboard. A corner tower, widows walk, and eyebrow dormer
add visual interest. The one-story front porch was added before 1912
and replaced the original. Date substantiated in newspaper accounts.

320 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1870), Vernacular: a two-story gabled building,
covered with siding, with a one-story rear addition and an Ionic columned
wraparound front porch with wooden railings. Windows are topped with
pointed architraves. The home appears to be pictured on the 1872 Bird's
Eye View. It is definitely pictured in the 1888 Sanborn map.

Edwin D. Ford House, 322 N. Ann Arbor (1879), Queen Anne, photo #10: a
two-story clapboard building with a one-and-a-half story wing to the
rear, and a matching carriage barn. Detailing of the cross-gabled
residence includes outsize diagonal braces, ornamental lintels, and an
Eastlake rear porch. The front porch replaced the original sometime

after 1929. Date substantiated in abstract summary of survey data sheet,

Julius Lindenschmidtt House, 323 N. Ann Arbor (1909), Vernacular: a
two-story clapboard building with a one-and-a-half story rear wing and
large wooden barn. A columned wraparound porch fronts the gabled
building. Julius Lindenschmidtt took a position in the furniture
ng%ness of A. C. Clark in 1908. Date substantiated in newspaper and
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324 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1920), Vernacular: a two-story gabled residence,
covered with aluminum siding, which features shuttered rectangular
windows and a full-width shed-like front porch. The home appears on the
1921 Sanborn map, but not the 1912.

327 N. Ann Arbor (ca. 1880s), Queen Anne: this recently repainted two-
and-a-half story clapboard building features shuttered rectangular
windows, shingles in the gable ends, and a columned front porch resting
on a fieldstone foundation. A gambrel-roofed barn is located to the
rear. The dwelling appears on the 1888 Sanborn map.

Noncontributing Intrusions

305 N. Ann Arbor (1950s), Bungalow influence: a one-and-a-half story
brick home with a gabled roof and shed-like front porch.

325 N. Ann Arbor (1960s), ranch: a one-story brick residence with an
overhanging gabled roof.

8. Significance: Period--1800-1899; 1900--
Areas of Significance--architecture, commerce,
politics
Specific dates--1860s-early 1900s
Builder--Elwood Rogers, Charles Sauer, and unknowns

The North Ann Arbor Street Historic District includes some of Saline's
finest examples of Gothic Revival, Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival
styles, notable for their rich detailing, high design quality, and
architectural integrity. Sunburst and shingle accents, spindle and
spool balusters, projecting dormers, ornamental architraves, and
well-preserved barns and carriage houses help maintain the District's
late nineteenth century visual character. The northern half of the
District was part of Bennett's Addition of 1871, an area of town which
grew up in association with the arrival of the railroad the previous year.
For this reason, few homes pre-date 1871. The lack of tax records and
newspapers for this period makesit extremely difficult to provide dates
and historic data for many of these homes. The size and decorative
richness of many District buildings reflect the era of renewed
prosperity which coincided with Saline's heyday as a rail shipment
center. Many local businessmen as well as a state legislator built or
later acquired homes on N. Ann Arbor Street during this period.
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Pivotal Structures

303 N. Ann Arbor, 1910, photo #6
Charles Cool House

This transitional Queen Anne-Colonial Revival home is one of the
outstanding examples of its style in Saline. Constructed in 1910 by
local builder Elwood Rogers, the two-and-one-half story frame house
features the square plan, Doric portico, and full Classical pediment
with Palladian window typical of the style. Shingle accents in the
gable ends, spool-and-spindle porch balusters and projecting bay windows
show some residual Queen Anne influence. A matching carriage house with
shingled gable ends sits to the rear of the house. Original owner
Charles Cool, along with his brother, Louis, operated a grain elevator
company in Saline beginning in the early twentieth century.

308 N. Ann Arbor, 1892, photo #8
Peter W. Weienett House

The Eastlake detailing on this late Victorian residence is among the
finest in the City. The T-shaped, two-and-one-half story frame house is
distinguished by sunbursts and shingle accents in the gable ends, a
projecting bay window decorated with carved panels on the main facade,
and two fine Eastlake porches, one extending from the building's south
side and the other shielding the front entrance. The porches rest on a
lattice-like base and contain spool and spindle-like balusters, spindles
and carved panels along the porch frieze, and turned supporting posts.
Peter Weienett, who built the home in 1892, was the son of Swiss pioneer
and farmer, Benedict Weienett;and brother of Samuel. His obituary, which
appears in the July 13, 1912 Saline Observer, states: "During his
lifetime he had been engaged in farming, machine work, and at one time
ran a furniture store and undertaking business here." The paper also
includes reports of his shipping baled hay and of opening the Weienett
Iron Fence and Post Company. Like many area farmers, Weienett retired
from farming and moved to town.

318 N. Ann Arbor, ca. 1880, photo #9

The one-and-a-half story, L-shaped Vernacular building features
clapboard facing, a steeply pitched gabled roof and dormer, and
rectangular windows topped by peaked lintels. These window accents are
undoubtedly a catalog item, as they occur on a number of District
buildings. The front porch, with its supporting pillars accented by
recessed panels, was added between 1921 and 1929. A similar porch
fronts the neighboring building at 316 N. Ann Arbor.
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319 N. Ann Arbor, 18931, photo #7
Egbert P. Harper House

Situated in the middle of a spaciouss tree-shaded lot, this flamboyant
two-and-one-half story frame house is Saline's most outstanding example
of Queen Anne architecture. The complex gabled roof tops an irregular
plan which features a squared corner tower with dentillated entablature,
a central eyebrow dormer below the top peak of the gable end, and, on
the northeast corner, a covered widows walk with spool and spindle
balusters. Rectangular, round-arched and half-round windows add to the
building's visual interest, as do decorative shingle and sunburst
accents along the roof line. The open wraparound front porch was added
around 1912, but does not detract from the historic and architectural
sense of the house. The August 13, 1891 Saline Observer notes: "The
stone work for E. P. Harper's new residence is being rapidly advanced.
Coon Shaffer, who has the job, has in his employ about a dozen men....
Chas. Sauer of Salines... who for the past two years has contracted for
and constructed several fine dwellings in Ann Arbor, ... will appear on
the grounds ready to erect one of the finest and most modern dwellings
that our village can boast of.... The dimension of the building is to be
about 30 x 50.... The exterior will be of the New Jersey round-cornered
cottage style with large square heavy plate glass windows." The
interior is finished in red oak.

State Senator Egbert P. Harper, for whom the home was built, represented
the Second District of Washtenaw County from 1885-86, and 1887-88, first
as a Democrat and second as a Fusion ticket candidate. Locally, Harper
owned a 240 acre farm on which he raised Merino sheep. He also served
for nine years as Lodi Township supervisor and two terms as Justice of
the Peace. Subsequent owner Arthur A. Wood was also a prominent sheep
breeder and shipped wool and animals around the country.

322 N. Ann Arbor, 1879, photo #10
Edwin W. Ford House

This nicely preserved Queen Anne home with its matching carriage house
is notable for its three-sided projecting bay, distinguished by cut
corners and diagonal brackets supporting the pediment. Located in
Bennett's 187 1 addition, the T-shaped clapboard home is two stories high
and includes a rear extension, side Eastlake porch, and front porch (a
post-1929 replacement of the original front porch) with wooden columns
resting on brick bases. Carved wooden lintels accent the narrow, two-
sash rectangular windows. The building abstract indicates that the lot
was purchased by Edwin Ford in 1879; thus, the house was probably built
around this time. Edwin W. Ford was the senior member of the firm E. W.
Ford and Son, dealers in lumber, carriages, and agricultural implements.
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According to the 1891 Portrait and Biographical Album of Washtenaw
County, "They enjoy a very extensive patronage and their place of
business is one of the finest in the county" (p. 418-419). The business
was located on the corner_s of Bennett and Ann Arbor near the residence.
Ford also served as Justice of the Peace for four years.

9. Major Bibliographical Sources

(see General Bibliography section for full citation)
Beakes, Past and Present of Washtenaw County, 1906.
Deeds to 303 and 319 N. Ann Arbor.

Michigan Biographiess Vol. 1, A-K (Lansing: Michigan Historical
Commission, 1924), p. 373.

Portrait and Biographical Album, 1891.

Saline Historic District Commission Survey Notebook, 1975.

Saline Historic District Commission, Saline Has a Past in Its Future,
1976.

Saline Observer, misc. issues.
Saline Tax Rolls, 1850-1871.

Walsh, Rita, Draft of the Saline Multiple Resource Nomination, 1979.

10. Geographical Data

acreage: 8
Quadrangle: Saline, scale 1:24,000
UTM References: 17/270070/4672180

Verbal boundary description: The N. Ann Arbor Street Historic
District is bounded on the south by Russell Street; then continuing west
to the rear property line of 301 N. Ann Arbor; then proceeding northward
along the rear property lines of 303, 305, 307, 309, 311, 313, 315, 319,
323, 325, and 327 N. Ann Arbor to the intersection with Bennett Street;
then continuing east on Bennett to the intersection with the rear
property line of 322 N. Ann Arbor; then continuing south along the rear
property lines of 322, 320, 318, 316, 314, 312, 310, 308, and 306
N. Ann Arbor; then following the south property line of 306 N. Ann Arbor
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to its intersection with N. Ann Arbor Street proper, and in the same
direction to the west side of N. Ann Arbor; then south along N. Ann
Arbor to the point of beginning.

Justification: The N. Ann Arbor Street Historic District encompasses
the greatest concentration of historic residential material along N. Ann
Arbor, while excluding adjacent areas that have a higher percentage of
intrusive structures and different land uses. The 200 block, as well as
three properties on the east side of the 300 block, has been excluded
due to higher levels of alteration. The northern boundary of Bennett
Street marks a clear transition into commercial and more recent
construction. The adjoining residential neighborhoods to the east and
west, like the 200 block of N. Ann Arbor, lack the high degree of
architectural integrity found in the 300 block.
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JUL ¥, 919&5

John and Marilyn Jaeger
320 N, Ann Arbor St.
Saline, MI 48176

C eﬁ» \\%f7
Kathryn B. Eckert /)\aé} pd
Bureau of History

Michigan Dept of State

Lansing, MI 48918

Re: Nomination to the National Register of Historical
Places of 320 N. Ann Arbor, St., Saline, Michigan, as
Part of the North Ann Arbor Street Histori& District,
which includes Nos. 301-327 and 3066-322 N. Ann Arbor
St., Saline, MI.

Dear Ms. Eckert,
We, John Jaeger and Marilyn Jaeger, affirm that
we are the joint owners of the property at 320 N, Ann

Arbor St., Saline, Michigan.

We wish to vote against the establishment of the
North Ann Arbor Street Historic District.

Sincerely,

John Jaeger

/W/% 2/
Marilyn Flege

Subscribed and sworn before me on July 16, 1985.

Washtenaw County, Saline, Michigan.

My Commission expires: W{, /75'3/

/
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JUL 1 0 1988

YUJd

July 1, 1985

Dear Dr, Martha M. Bigelow;
We do object to having property at 312 N. Ann Arbor St,.,
Saline, Mich. listed in the National Register of Historic Places
for the following reasonssi
1. This property has been renovated in the last forty years.
2, We wish to be able to renovate this property as we wish in
the future without first seeking permission from some agency.
We are the sole owners of property at 312 N, Ann Arbor St.,

Saline, Michigan.,

Oindy & Nelled

Richard G, Heller Mrs, Omah B, Heller
(Mrs, Richar G, Heller)

On this 9th day of July, 1985 Richard G. Heller and Omah B. Heller
appeared before me and signed the above document.

WMW%Q ,Notary Public for the County

of Washtenaw, State of Michigand My commission expires May 1, 1989.




