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1. Name: Jortin Forbes House 

2. Location: 211 N. Ann Arbor St., Saline, MI. 
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3. Classification: building, private, occupied, unrestricted, 
residential 

4. Property Owner: Raymond Burmeister 
211 N. Ann Arbor 
Saline, MI 48176 

7. Description 

Condition: good; altered; original site 

In near original condition, this Vernacular Midwest upright and wing 
house sits on a small lot shaded by a mature pine tree in the 200 block 
of N. Ann Arbor Street (photo #32). The two-story gabled brick construction 
features a two-story upright and a one-story wing to the south, 
segmental-arched head windows, and a raking cornice without returns above a 
wide frieze. The Eastlake hipped roof front porch, with its spindled 
frieze, spool and spindle balusters, and decorative brackets, is 
probably a later addition. 

8. Significance: period--1800-1900 
areas of significance--architecture, commerce 
specific date: 1860 

One of the few brick residences in the City, and one of the earlier 
surviving homes, this simple brick structure is a nice example of mid­
nineteenth century Vernacular architecture. Tax records, combined with 
evidence from the 1864 plat map, suggest that Jortin and Matilda Forbes 
built the house in 1860. The building appears on the 1872 Bird's Eye 
View and is clearly indicated as the Forbes' property on the 1874 atlas. 
Jortin Forbes served in a number of Village posts, among them street 
commissioner in 1866-67, inspector for the first Village election in 
1866, marshall in 1866-67, and justice of the peace in 1878. Matilda 
Forbes had a milliner shop. 

9. Major Bibliographical Sources 

(see General Bibliography section for full citation) 

Chapman, History of Washtenaw County, 1881. 

67 



NPS Form 10·900·8 
(3-82) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 

Michigan State Gazetteer. 1875. 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

Page 

Saline Historic District Commission. Saline Has ~ Past in its Future, 
1976. 

Saline Historic District Commission Survey Notebook, 1975. 

Saline Tax Records, 1868-1871. 

10. Geographical Data 

acreage: less than one 
Quadrangle: Saline, scale 1:24,000 
UTM References: 17/270150/4671980 
Verbal boundary description: Lot 14, Assessor's Plat 3 

Justification: This is the entire property associated with the 
structure. 
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