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3. Classification: building, private, occupied, unrestricted, 
religious 

X 

4. Property Owner: First Presbyterian Church 
143 E. Michigan 
Saline, MI 48176 

7. Description 

Condition: good; altered; original site 

Occupying a sparsely-landscaped corner site fronting E. Michigan on the 
east edge of the downtown commercial center, the one-and-a-half story 
brick Presbyterian Church features an irregular plan, gabled roof, and 
dominant squared corner tower (photo #27). The tower rises from the 
ground at the building's southeast corner to triple-arched louvers on 
each face. Its short crowning spire is flanked at the base by four 
matching miniature spires. The large round-arch stained glass windows 
on the south and east facades, the raised cut stone foundation, and the 
small round tower at the southwest corner reveal a Romanesque Revival 
stylistic influence. "In 1954, new porches and steps were constructed at 
both front entrances to the church, using stones obtained from Dwight 
Reynold's property on Textile Road, from which the original foundation 
stones had come" (First Presbyterian Church Qf Saline, Michigan, 
Sesguicennial Yearbook). In 1976-78, church members began extensive 
exterior and interior renovation, which included r~oofing, repair of 
the bell tower louvered screens, repair and re-roofing of the 
steeple, and construction of classrooms in the basement. 

The rounded-arch Romanesque motif is continued on the apsidal plan 
santuary interior, with a triple arch apse at the north end. An undated 
historic photo of the interior, which appears to predate renovations, 
reveals stencil work and raised molding articulating the arches and 
continuing along the sanctuary walls midway between ceiling and floor. 
Although this stenciling no longer exists, the recent 1978 restoration 
by church members has reinstated the gold plaster molding lost during 
previous remodelling, as well as the gold decoration of the Corinthian 
capitals which support the triple arches of the apse opening. The pews 
and elegant stained glass windows, with their rose, trefoil, and fleur 
de lis patterns, are also original. The present altar screen, lecturn, 
and communion table are not original. The chief alteration to the 
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interior has been the 1956 installation of wood paneling halfway up the 
plaster walls of the santuary, and the 1955 carpeting and covering of 
the sanctuary floor with asphalt tiling. Another carpet has since been 
installed, as well as new light fixtures. 

8. Significance: period--1800-1899; 1900--
areas of significance--architecture, religion 
specific date--1898 
builder/architect--Spier and Rohns of Detroit, 
architects and builders, Conrad Schaffer and 
Sons of Saline, builders 

The First Presbyterian Church derives its significance from its role in 
local Presbyterian history and as a good example of vernacularly­
interpreted Romanesque Revival architecture. The building is one of 
many southern Michigan structures designed by the Detroit firm of 
William C. Rohns and Frederick H. Spier. The prolific duo formed a 
partnership in 1884, the former after training at the Hanover, Germany, 
Polytechnicum and some time in the office of Gordon W. Lloyd and Elijah 
E. Myers, the latter after working with the New York architect Cyrus 
L.W. Eidlitz. In addition to the Saline church, Spier and Rohns 
designed a number of railroad depots, the Detroit Chamber of Commerce 
Building (1895), several buildings at the University of Michigan, St. 
Thomas Roman Catholic Church in Ann Arbor (1899), and Sweetest Heart of 
Mary Roman Catholic Church in Detroit (1893) <Ferry 1968: 136-37). 

Saline's Baptist and Presbyterian churches were the earliest established 
in the Village--both in May of 1831. The Presbyterians were unique, 
however, in that they organized their new church in Newark, New York, 
before the 12 original members and their families left for the Michigan 
Territory and Saline. Like many pioneer congregations, they held 
services in homes and schoolhouses until they raised sufficient funds to 
erect their own building. The first frame Greek Revival house of 
worship (1842) stood on land donated by Orange Risdon and served the 
congregation until the completion of the present building on the same 
site in 1898. · 

9. Major Bibliographical Sources 

(see General Bibliography section for full citation) 

Chapman and Co .• History of Washtenaw County, 1881. 

Ferry, W. Hawkins, The Buildings of Detroit (Detroit: Wayne State 
University Press, 1968). 
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First Presbyterian Church of Saline, Michigan, Sesquicentennial Yearbook 
with the Church History from 1831 to 1981. 

Saline Area Centennial, Inc., A Century of Progress, 1966. 

Saline Historic District Commission, Saline Has g Past in Its Future, 
1976. 

Saline Historic District Commission Survey Notebook, 1975. 

Walsh, Rita, 1979 draft of the Saline Multiple Resource Nomination. 

10. Geographical Data 

acreage: less than one 
Quadrangle: Saline, scale 1:24,000 
UTM References: 17/270310/4671870 
Verbal boundary description: Lot 15, Assessor's Plat 6 

Justification: This is the entire property associated with the 
structure. 
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