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Chapter 1. Introduction

The fundamental purpose of this Five-Year Recreation Plan is to enable
Oronoko Charter Township to improve quality of life for its citizens.

A Recreation Plan represents a policy statement about the future of
recreation in the Township and provides a blueprint for making desired
improvements over the next five years.

Oronoko Township recognizes the contribution of recreation to the quality
of life and the physical health of its citizens and to the economic health of
the region. This recognition has been manifested in this effort to develop
a new Recreation Plan with the hopes of improving local recreation
offerings, public trails, preservation of natural areas and opening of
government-owned lands to enhanced public recreation. While quality
of life in the community is excellent, the Township government has
chosen to take an active role in the delivery of recreation opportunities
by completing this Five-Year Recreation Plan. The Oronoko Charter
Township Planning Commission and Township Board are dedicated to
improving recreational offerings in the Township.

Recreation planning is an exercise engaged by local and state governments
and authorities to anticipate change, promote needed change, and to
control or direct recreational development in such a way as to benefit the
entire community. It has the aim of harmonizing the available recreational
resources and activities with the environmental, aesthetic, and cultural
requirements of the Township.

This Oronoko Charter Township Five-Year Recreation Plan provides

a policy and decision making guide regarding future improvements.

Key planning issues are identified, a clear set of goals and objectives are
outlined, and specific implementation projects are identified. The plan
outlines the vision for recreation in the Township and a realistic, workable
plan to realize it.

The Township’s Recreation Plan was last updated in 2002. The Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) requires that Recreation Plans be
reviewed and updated every five years to keep them current. Following
the DNR’s guidelines establishes the Township’s eligibility to apply for
grant funds that would otherwise be unavailable. Thus, this plan is an
investment in the community that will enable the Township to improve
the quality of life for residents.
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Chapter 2. Community Description

Oronoko Charter Township is situated in the southwestern lower
peninsula of Michigan in the center of Berrien County, just a few miles
north of the State’s border with Indiana. The Township has an area of
slightly more than 33 square miles and is .
characterized by abundant agricultural land,
wooded habitats, rivers and creeks mixed
with new and old human development.

The Township is bounded by Royalton
Township to the north, Buchanan Township
to the south, Baroda Township to the west
and by the Saint Joseph River and Lake
Chapin to the east. The Township was E
b |

organized on March 11, 1837 and became a T P

Charter Township in 1988. ﬂ
Twp

Lakes and Rivers ,

The most significant lake in the Township is . . ;ﬁ

Lake Chapin, which comprises a part of the &7 i

Township’s eastern border. Lake Chapin
has an area of approximately 480 acres Map 1. Location of Oronoko Charter Township
and is a popular destination for fishing

and boating. Lake Chapin is a man-made

reservoir, created with the construction of the

Berrien Springs Dam in 1908.

The St. Joseph River is approximately 210
miles long and begins in Hillsdale County,
dips southwest into northern Indiana before
turning northwest and emptying into Lake
Michigan between St. Joseph and Benton
Harbor. The river provides residents with
recreational opportunities such as fishing,
canoeing and kayaking.

Selected Demographic Characteristics Lake Chapin provides an excgllent _recreational opportunity
Oronoko Township experienced relatively for Townshlp residents

steady growth in the 1960s and 1970s, and

that growth has plateaued and slowly declined in recent years. In 1980,

the Township’s population reached its highest at 10,761, compared
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with 9,843 in 2000 and 9,193 in 2010. Surrounding communities have
experienced similar patterns of population change, with the exception of
Royalton Township which has grown consistently over the past twenty
years. The chart below illustrates population change in the Township and
surrounding communities from 1990-2010.

Flgure 21 Population Change in Oronoko Township and Surrounding
Communities, 1990-2010
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Population

Figure 2.1 above illustrates population change in Oronoko Charter
Township relative to the surrounding Townships. Those six communities
had a combined population of 27,299 in 2010, underscoring a need for
parks and recreation facilities.

Age

A key indicator in recreation planning involves examining the age
distribution of a community over time. This assists in determining the
type of recreational facilities that may be needed. For example, if a large
portion of the population were younger, the Township may benefit from
additional park and playground facilities. However, if a significant
amount of the population is at or nearing retirement age, then a different
set of recreational needs would be apparent.

Oronoko Township, like most communities in southwest Michigan, has
seen the median age increase over the last ten years as the “baby boom”
generation reaches retirement age. However, the presence of Andrews
University results in a large number of “college-aged” (20-30) students
living in the Township. While many will not become permanent residents
of the Township, their recreation needs should be considered as well.

The population pyramid in Figure 2.2 illustrates the age breakdown in
Oronoko Charter Township, based on the 2010 Census.
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Figure 2.2 Population Pyramid for Oronoko Charter Township
(2010)
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Planning Implications

1.  Oronoko Charter Township has experienced very little population
change over the last twenty years. However, if the population does
increase it could translate into an increased need for parks or recre-
ational spaces.

2. Analysis of age distribution for Township residents reveals a likely
demand for facilities appealing to young adults; although the ac-
counting for Andrews University students skews age distribution
figures, as noted above. Outside of students, the Township contains
a remarkably even distribution of residents across all age ranges
from 5 to 65 years.

3. The abundance of water and other natural resources should be
considered in any effort to plan for future recreation facilities. These
invaluable amenities are likely conduits to augment quality of life in
Oronoko Township by offering opportunities for trails, nature inter-
pretation, fishing, and active recreation.

4. Agricultural tourism plays an integral role in the economy of many
Berrien County communities. U-picks, wine-tasting rooms and
vineyards attract tourists and residents alike throughout the year
and these farms act as quasi-recreational facilities at times and aug-
ment the recreational opportunities found in the Township.
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Chapter 3. Description of Planning &
Public Input Process

The Planning Process
The planning process involved three inter-related phases:

* Phase One: Understanding Current Challenges
* Phase Two: Defining a Preferred Future

* Phase Three: From Planning to Action

Phase 1 - Understanding Existing Conditions

During the first phase of the planning process, background data was
gathered to inform and support the Recreation Plan. The purpose of this
effort was to develop an impression of the current state of the Township
and a greater understanding of the recreational needs of the community.
The information gathered during this phase, presented in Chapter 2,
serves as a technical resource for the Planning Commission and the public
and provides part of the foundation for identifying priorities to meet the
recreation needs of residents.

Phase 2 - Outlining a Preferred Future

The objective of the second phase was to establish a policy basis for the
Township’s recreational goals. To do so, it was important to gather
the opinions of community residents and determine the direction they
were looking for the future of parks and recreation in their community.
The Recreation Plan process employed several methods of acquiring
community input: a visioning workshop, a facilitated open house, a
public comment review period, and a public hearing.

The visioning workshop took place after the existing conditions research
and before the preparation of the Goals & Objectives and Action
Strategies. Comments gathered from this input opportunity were the
basis of the goal statements, which form the foundation of the Plan. Each
goal is supported by several more specific objectives that are intended as
steps needed to accomplish the goal. Goals and objectives are presented
in Chapter 6.

Part of the planning process to determine which types of facilities the
Township may be missing utilized a “comparison to standards” process,
as discussed in Chapter 4. Additionally, the public input received also
helped to inform the policy-development process.
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Phase 3 - From Planning to Action

The final phase of the planning process involved the development of
specific implementation strategies to carry out the Plan. These are
included in Chapter 7. At the conclusion of the third phase, the Plan was

promulgated for public review and comment; and a public hearing was
held.

Soliciting Public Input

The Planning Commission and Township staff were very active in
informing residents and entities interested in recreation on the effort to
update the Plan. Open house and visioning workshop participants were
primarily invited via word of mouth or mail invitation, although the
meetings were open to the public. Additionally, a flyer was prepared and
posted conspicuously throughout the area and published in the Berrien
Springs Journal Era.

While turnout at the Open House and Visioning Workshop was low, it

is believed that the views of the entire community are represented in the
plan. Furthermore, the Planning Commission considers public input as an
open, ongoing process and will continue to receive comments.

In addition, once the draft Recreation Plan was complete, citizens were
provided with a 42-day period to review and comment on the Plan. The
Plan was published and placed at the Oronoko Township Hall for this
purpose. The Plan was also published at the Berrien Springs Community
Library. Contact information was provided.

To notify the public that the draft Plan had been completed, a notice
was published in the Berrien Springs Journal Era on December 18, 2013,
describing the purpose of the review period.

Finally, the Township published a notice for public hearing in accordance
with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act in advance of the public hearing
held by the Planning Commission on January 29, 2014.
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Public Involvement

In November 2013, the Township held an open house and visioning
workshop at the Public Safety Building. The open house was held from
4:00 to 6:00 pm and the visioning exercise was held from 7:00 pm - 9:00
pm. The purpose of the meetings were to gather public input relative

to parks and recreation planning in the Township. The results of this
meeting became a significant part of the policy foundation of this plan and
are reflected in Goals & Objectives and Action Strategies.

Open House Summary

The Open House consisted of five “stations” where participants could
provide the Township with input regarding parks and recreation. The
five stations are described as follows:

Station1 The Location Station. Participants placed tacks on a map
indicating where in the Township they lived, and where they
want to go (work, school, parks, etc)

Station 2 Draw Your Park or Route. Participants were provided with
maps and asked to draw where they would like to see new
recreational facilities or features (parks, trails, open spaces, etc)

Station 3 Penny Priorities. Participants were provided with ten pennies
to represent funding for parks and recreation in the Township.
They were asked to distribute the pennies however they
desired among ten jars that were labeled with different potential
recreation expenditures.

Station 4 Recreation Wish List. Participants were provided worksheets
with a series of questions pertaining to parks and recreation and
asked to determine their “wish list” for what park or recreation
features they would most like to see in the Township.

Station 5 Comment Sheet. Participants were provided with informational
brochures that contained an open-ended space where they
could provide any additional input. The results of the open
house stations are presented on the following pages.
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Station 1 Results. The Location Station

Station 2 Results. Draw Your Route or Park

| i I I Linco.

' a

Scotttlale

NV —=
1)1/~
& ‘\i//‘\(/.—\
\“\\- \\h
e

Spitzke
Burgoyne

Skala

o)
H
3
3
4\ -

Legend

0

Potential Trail Routes '

Oronoko Charter Township




Chapter 3.Description of the
2014-2018 Parks and Recreation Plan Planning and Public Input Process

Station 3 Results. Penny Priorities

Topic Count
Non-motorized Trails 38
Park Maintenance 15
New Fields/Courts (Soccer, Tennis, etc.) 19
Recreation Department 15
River/Lake Access 14
Recreation Programming 12

Land Acquisition
Natural Feature Preservation

New Playground Equipment

g1 O oo 0

Winter Activities

Station 4 Results. Recreation Wish List
See Appendix 1

Station 5 Results. Open Ended Comments
None received thus far.

Visioning Meeting Results

The visioning meeting consisted of a brief presentation of work completed
on the Recreation Plan to date and an overview of the planning process.
Participants then formed a group and were assigned three tasks, which
are described below:

Task1  Mapping. Similar to Station 2 in the Open House described
previously, participants were provided with maps and asked to
draw trails, park features or other recreation amenities.

Task2  Seasonal Discussion. Participants were provided with
worksheets categorized by season (Winter, Spring, Summer,
Fall). They were then asked to discuss existing or desired
recreation opportunities that occur in each season.

Oronoko Charter Township
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Task 3.  Timeline. Participants were asked to discuss and proposed a
desired timeline for each item discussed in the previous two
exercises.

Task 1 Results. Mapping
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Task 2 Results. Seasons
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Task 3. Timeline
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Public Review of Draft Plan and Adoption Process

A draft Recreation Plan was presented to the Planning Commission on
December 3, 2013.

Once the draft plan was prepared, it was published for public scrutiny

for a period of 42 days, as described on page 8. Contact information was
provided to enable the public to contact Township officials. In addition, at
the conclusion of the plan development process, a public hearing was held
by the Planning Commission on January 29, 2014; and during its regular
meeting on February 11, 2014 the Township Board approved a Resolution
which officially adopted the plan. Appendix 7 includes the minutes of the
adoption meeting.
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Chapter 4. Recreation Inventory

The Planning Process

This chapter provides an inventory of recreational facilities in the
community. The inventory and analysis of facilities was conducted
by the Township’s planning consultant with the intent of developing
a comprehensive perspective. The following elements were sources of
information or considerations during the development of Chapter 4:

* The professional expertise and informed opinions of Township
officials, Planning Commissioners and interested citizens who
participated in public input exercises associated with this Plan.

* National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) standards.

* The distinctive social and natural character of Oronoko Township.
* Trends in funding and plans for new facilities.

* Availability and proximity of regional or nearby facilities.

The NRPA has established generally recognized standards for classifying
types of parkland based on size and function. These designations have
been adopted by the DNR; and provide one method of defining the
purpose and use of facilities. Public facilities in Oronoko Township are
classified using this system below. Facilities are shown in a regional
context on Map 2.

Accessibility

Federal and State laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of physical
ability in connection with recreational facilities owned by the Township.
Developed park facilities must comply with barrier-free design standards.
Parks in and around the Township, including Robert G Feather Park,
have been critiqued to understand the need for improvements relating to
barrier-free accessibility. In addition, as park development is considered
in the future, barrier-free accessibility is a significant priority item to

help ensure that recreation can be enjoyed by all residents and visitors of
Oronoko Township.

The community is devoted to this effort.

Following is a summary of an adapted scoring system generally in
accordance with DNR standards:

« Level 1. None of the facilities in the park meet accessbility guidelines.
Little pavement is provided and access routes to the facilities are not

Oronoko Charter Township
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easily accessible.

« Level 2. Some of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines, but many
of the facilities or the access routes to them are not easily accessible.

« Level 3. Most of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines. Parking
areas and walkways are paved; and while most facilities are generally
accessible, some barriers may exist for certain people because of age,
ability or situation.

« Level 4. All of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines. The park is
accessible and the routes to facilities within the park are accessible, but
some play or other equipment may not be designed for everyone.

o Level 5. Universal design guidelines were used to design the entire
park.

Township Facilities Available to the Public

Robert G. Feather Park

Robert G. Feather Park is located adjacent to the Township Hall and
contains one baseball field, playground equipment, picnic facilities and
two pavilions: one enclosed pavilion with restroom facilities and one open
pavilion. The enclosed pavilion can be reserved by Township residents
with payment of a deposit. This park is owned and operated by Oronoko
Charter Township.

Accessibility Assessment Level: 3. The access drive to the park is
unpaved, but users can park in the Township Hall parking lot, which
is hard-surfaced. Additionally, there is a paved path that connects the
parking lot to the enclosed pavilion. However, but some playground
equipment is likely not intended for everyone’s use and paved linkages
are not provided to all of the park’s amenities.

Regional or Nearby Facilities

Wolf’s Prairie Park (Berrien Springs)

Located along the western shore of Lake Chapin in the southern portion
of Berrien Springs, Wolf’s Prairie Park is a 17-acre neighborhood park. It
contains open spaces, a playground, a shelter and is owned and operated
by the Village of Berrien Springs.

Accessibility Assessment Level: 3. The access drive and parking lot
are paved, and a paved path connects the parking lot to the pavilion.
However, paved linkages are not provided to all of the park’s amenities.

Oronoko Charter Township
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Shamrock Park Campground (Berrien Springs)

Located along the east bank of the St. Joseph River in Berrien Springs,
Shamrock Park Campground is owned and operated by the Village of
Berrien Springs. It is a year-round camping and fishing park complete
with modern restrooms and showers, DNR built boat ramp, fish cleaning
station, and sanitary dump station. Both the restrooms and the fish
cleaning station are heated in the winter. The campground has a total

of 113 sites. The park also contains three cabins that can each sleep a
maximum of 4 people.

Accessibility Assessment Level: 4 The access drive and parking lot are
paved, and most amenities are accessible. However, paved linkages are
not provided to all of the park’s amenities.

Indian Bowl & Love Creek County Park (Berrien Township)

Located on 150 acres in Berrien Township just outside Berrien Springs,
Love Creek County Park contains trails for hiking and cross country ski-
ing, an interpretive center and areas for bicycling. Activities are available
year-round, and the County’s naturalist service is also based at this park.

Berrien Township Park (Berrien Township)

This is a small park owned and operated by Berrien Township. It is locat-
ed just to the east of Oronoko Township and contains a volleyball court,
playground equipment, natural areas and frontage along Lake Chapin.
The park has an area of about 22 acres.

Jasper Dairy Road Park (Royalton Township)

Owned and operated by the DNR, Jasper Dairy Road Park is located about
two miles north of Oronoko Township. It is primarily used as public
access to the St. Joseph River. The site contains a hard-surfaced boat
launch and restrooms, as well as fishing pier. It also provides 42 parking
spaces.

Boyle Lake State Wildlife Area (Buchanan/Weesaw Township)

Boyle Lake State Wildlife Area is located between Buchanan and Weesaw
Townships just a couple miles south and west of Oronoko Township.

It has an area of about 407 acres and has been dedicated to wildlife

preservation and conservation by the DNR.

Warren Dunes State Park (Lake Township)

Containing about three miles of Lake Michigan Shoreline and nearly
2,000 acres, Warren Dunes State Park is a large and very popular regional
park that draws visitors from throughout the region. It is located in Lake
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Township about seven miles west of the Township. The park allows
hiking on several miles of trails, swimming, cross-country skiing, hunting
and camping. It also contains a concession area, picnic areas, playgrounds
and many other amenities.

Grand Mere State Park (Lincoln/Lake Township)

Located in Lincoln and Lake Townships about eight miles west of Oro-
noko Township, Grand Mere State Park is owned and operated by the
DNR and is about 1,000 acres in area. It is located along the shoreline of
Lake Michigan and allows hiking, swimming, cross-country skiing, hunt-
ing and many other activities. It also contains a boat launch, picnic areas
and picnic shelter.

Public Facilities Analysis

Table 4.1 contains a summary of one method of analyzing deficiencies
in parkland, based on the facilities currently provided in the Township.
The figures presented in Table 4.1 are based on NRPA standards and the
Township’s 2010 population of 9,193 people.

Table 4.1 Public Facilities Acreage Analysis

Park Type Recommended Recommended Acres Deficiency (-) /
(acres per 1,000 Acres for Oronoko provided surplus (+)
residents) Township
Mini Park 0.375 3.5 0 -3.5
Community Park 6.5 61 about 9 -52
Regional Park 7.5 70 0 -70
Linear Park 1 per region 0 -1 linear park
Natural Resource Area variable variable 0 N/A
Special Use variable variable 0 N/A
Amenities

Table 4.2 depicts Township deficiencies in specific elements commonly
found in parkland, based on NRPA standards. Based on those standards,
the Township is deficient in the following facilities: tennis courts,

playgrounds, baseball/softball areas, basketball courts, and volleyball

areas.

The NRPA suggests a certain number of facilities per every few thousand
people. For this analysis, thresholds of up to 10,000 people are used,
although if the population increases over the years the figures in this table
will need to be adjusted to reflect the increased population Moreover, the
Village of Berrien Springs is the center of the community; and Township
residents frequent Village parks.
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While the Township is deficient of several particular facilities on paper,
accounting for parks in the Village, as well as facilities owned by the
Berrien Springs School District that are available for public use via the
Greater Berrien Springs Recreation Department (GBSRD) could eliminate
deficiencies in some areas.

Table 4.2 Public Facilities Acreage Analysis

Amenities NRPA Recommended | Township School/Village/ Deficiency (-) /
Standard Facilities | University facilities? Surplus (+)
Trails 1/region 1 0 Yes -1
Swimming Pool 1/20,000 0 0 Yes -
Running Track 1/20,000 0 0 Yes -
Tennis 1/2,000 5 0 Yes -5
Playground 1/3,000 4 1 Yes -3
Baseball/Softball 1/5,000 2 1 Yes -1
Basketball 1/5,000 2 0 Yes -2
Volleyball 1/5,000 2 0 Yes -2
Soccer 1/10,000 1 0 Yes -1
Football 1/20,000 0 0 Yes -

Andrews University

As shown in Table 4.2, Andrews University contains many recreation
facilities that are available at times for public use. These facilities include
hiking trails, tennis courts, a swimming pool, and others. However, these
facilities should not be considered a substitution for truly public recre-
ation facilities, rather a supplement to public facilities that the university
provides in the interest of being a valued member and supporter of the
community. When considering new recreation opportunities or facilities,
the presence of similar facilities at Andrews University should not pre-

clude or discourage the Township from developing them.

Service Area

In addition to considering the acreage and amenities of park areas, it is
also important to review park distribution throughout the Township. It is
helpful to closely review where residents live, with the goal being to locate
important park facilities within proximity to a concentration of rooftops;
and to plan new facilities near areas underserved with easy access to
parkland.

The NRPA promulgates “service area” standards for different types of
park facilities, as follows:
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® Mini Parks, 0.25 miles or less

* Neighborhood Parks, 0.25-0.5 miles

* Community Parks, 1.0 to 2.0 miles

* Regional Parks, approximately 30 minutes of drive time

Although service area standards may imply that only people residing
within a certain distance of a park will be sufficiently and conveniently
served, public parks are intended for use by all community residents and
are open to the public.

Nevertheless, it may be ideal to consider areas outside of an existing
service area radius for additional park land acquisition to help ensure
Township residents are adequately served with parks geographically
distributed throughout the community.

Map 2 applies these service area radii to parks within and surrounding
Oronoko Township to assist in evaluating where, if any, new parks might
be located in the Township to disperse amenities and serve the entire
community. However, it should be noted that these service radii do not
factor in the facilities available at school facilities and Andrews University.

Planning Implications

Map 2 illustrates that the most populated areas of the Township
(generally east of US-31) are adequately served by community parks,
and numerous regional parks throughout Berrien County (such as Grand
Mere and Warren Dunes State Parks) serve all Township residents

as well. However, there may be additional opportunities for smaller
neighborhood-scale parks in the residential areas of the Township,
particularly where residential development exists or is planned, such as
the neighborhoods located north of the Village, areas along or near the
M-139 corridor, or in the central portion of the Township near the Country
Acres or Hildebrand Hills developments.
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Chapter 5. Administrative Structure

The Oronoko Charter Township Board of Trustees is the elected body that
functions as the main governing body representing citizen interests. Much
of the Township remains a rural community, and public service needs
with regard to recreation have been relatively consistent. Thus, multiple
governmental agencies and administrative divisions within the Town-
ship’s governance structure are probably not needed at this time. As such,
the Township is deficient of an organized parks department and staff ded-
icated solely to recreational services. This Chapter of the Recreation Plan

will describe how park and recreation functions are administered.

Organization and Roles

Planning Commission. Historically, the Planning Commission has
taken on the role of recreation planning, while the Township Board has
made decisions regarding budgeting, land acquisition, facilities and
program development. The Planning Commission is governed by the
Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended. The
Township’s small staff, including elected Board members, coordinates
administration, maintenance and operations.

As an instrumentality of the Township, the Planning Commission
generally cannot spend funds or request bonds for the acquisition of

land or construction of facilities; but serves in an advisory capacity to the
Township Board. Both groups are dedicated to promoting the Township’s
continuing interest in the community’s recreational and cultural resources.
The Planning Commission develops the Recreation Plan and recommends
its adoption by the Township Board.

Public Properties Committee. The Oronoko Charter Township Public
Properties Committee is an informal advisory committee consisting

of three members that are appointed by the Township Board. This
committee has oversight of the properties that are owned by Oronoko
Charter Township including parks, cemeteries, and all buildings.

Parks and Recreation Programming

The Township Board also appoints members to the Greater Berrien
Springs Recreation Department (GBSRD), which serves the Berrien
Springs Community. The GBSRD “offers a variety of athletic activities
for the youth of Oronoko Township, Berrien Township, and the Village of
Berrien Springs. Our programs are also available to those from other com-
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munities for those wishing to join the fun that the Greater Berrien Springs
Recreation Department has to offer.”

The GBSRD is run jointly with the Village, Berrien Township, Oronoko
Township, and the Berrien Springs Public Schools. Oronoko and Berrien
Township, as well as the Village, jointly fund the GBSRD using a formula
to calculate the annual amount for each municipality based on population
base and participation in the program. The school contributes to the
program “in-kind” via the use of their buildings and facilities.

Current Budget and Funding

Oronoko Charter Township parks and recreation activities are funded
with general fund dollars; there are no separate millages. The Township’s
2013 budget for parks and recreation was $30,000, most of which was
allocated to the GBSRD. However, the Township does receive payments
for the reservation of the enclosed shelter located at Feather Park; in 2013
these payments amounted to $850. The Township Board oversees bud-
geting and allocates the appropriate funding amount based on projected
needs.

Land acquisition and other development-related expenses are likely to be
budgeted for in the future to assist the community in implementing this
Plan.

Organizational Chart

Greater Berrien
Springs Recreation
Department

Oronoko Charter
Public Properties Township

Committee Board of Trustees

f Village of Berrien
Springs

Oronoko Charter Oronoko Charter

. Township
Township »‘ Planning Commisson

residents Berrien Springs
Public Schools

Berrien Township

Oronoko Charter Township




2014-2018 Parks and Recreation Plan Chapter 6. Goals & Objectives

Chapter 6. Goals & Objectives

Introduction

A result of the open house and visioning workshop, other resident input,
input from the Planning Commission and other Township officials

along with the analysis of public facilities, is a collection of broad goal
statements, each supported by more specific objectives. This Recreation
Plan is founded on the policies outlined in these statements. The goals are
intended to describe the state of the Township within the next five years
or more. They are intentionally general, but are thought to be attainable
through concerted effort and cooperation by a multitude of entities. The
objectives are more detailed and may be thought of as milestones in the
journey to achieving the goal.

Township Parkland

Goal 1. The citizens of Oronoko Charter Township will be served with
accessible and well-maintained Township parks designed for a variety of
recreational activities to accomodate people of all ages.

Objectives:

1.  Develop Township-owned properties along Snow Road to connect
the Feather Park to Public Safety Building property.

2. Develop parkland for residents in the “1st/2nd/3rd” St neighbor-
hoods, or in the residential neighborhoods north of the Village limits
(see Map 3)

3. Develop additional active recreation facilities, including soccer or
football fields, baseball fields, disc golf courses, or others, in appro-
priate locations.

4. As opportunities present themselves, acquire, plan, develop and
maintain additional land and facilities for passive and active recre-
ation; primarily locating new facilities in areas underserved with
parkland, near population concentrations, and/or near M-139 and
US-31.

5. Explore funding opportunities for land acquisition and park develop-
ment, including the MDNRE Trust Fund Recreation Grants Program
and the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

6.  Design new facilities in compliance with ADA requirements; and
strive to achieve universal design.
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Water Resources

Goal 2. The surface waters of Oronoko Charter Township, particularly
Lake Chapin, will be popular destinations for low-impact recreational
activities.

Objectives:

1.  Explore mechanisms to expand safe public access to Lake Chapin
and the St. Joseph River, where feasible and reasonable.

2. Seek MDNR funding to acquire property on Lake Chapin for recre-
ational use. A new facility could include decking, a scenic overlook,
tishing, interpretive signage, picnic areas, etc.

3. Work with the State, County, Southwest Michigan Regional Planning
Commission and other interested agencies in development of water
trails in the St. Joseph River and Lake Chapin.

4.  Explore the possibility of a boardwalk/linear park along the St. Jo-
seph River, working with the Village, MDNR and other appropriate

agencies.

Park Programming

Goal 3. The residents of Oronoko Charter Township will continue to be
served by organized and effective recreation programming through the
Greater Berrien Springs Recreation Department.

Objectives:
1. Continue to assist with funding of the GBSRD.

2. Explore and establish additional programs in conjuntion with the
GBSRD, as feasible. Examples include adult basketball, volleyball,
lacrosse, fitness classes, yoga, etc.

3. Work with the GBSRD to develop a marketing campaign to actively
promote facilities and programs to residents and others.

4.  Work with the GBSRD to determine future needs for ball fields and
other facilities

Local Cooperation

Goal 4. Oronoko Charter Township will continue to support and cooper-
ate with adjacent units of government and other agencies in meeting the
recreational needs to residents throughout the region.
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Objectives:

1.  Work with Andrews University and the Village of Berrien Springs
in the development of a non-motorized trail that connects Township
and Village residents as well as students to public recreation facili-
ties.

2. Work with the County, Southwest Michigan Regional Planning Com-
mission and other interested agencies in development of water trails
in the St. Joseph River and Lake Chapin.

3. Continue to support and work with the GBSRD to provide recreation
opportunities for residents throughout the region.

4.  Assist with the development of a Skateboard Park in the area.

Trails

Goal 5. The residents and visitors of Oronoko Charter Township will en-
joy a network of trails that connect to local and regional natural areas and
recreational facilities.

Objectives:

1. Identify desired trail routes, taking into account likely emerging
growth areas, existing regional trails, natural feature destinations,
regional parks, public and quasi-public uses and cultural venues. Co-
ordinate trail planning with adjoining communities, property owners
and Andrews University.

2. Explore the possibility of including conditioning stations along fu-
ture non-motorized trails in the Township.

3. Coordinate with the Berrien Springs Community Schools to develop
additional Safe Routes to School initiatives to connect neighborhoods
to the school campus in the Village.

4. Explore funding opportunities or general resource partners, includ-
ing the MDNRE, the Southwest Michigan Regional Planning Com-
mission, the Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance and others.

5. Improve existing roads so that they can be used as proper bike
lanes, in conjunction with the Berrien County Road Commission and
MDOT. Also explore the development of sidewalks or walking paths
along M-139, Kephart Lane, Timberland Drive and Main Street.

5. Amend the Zoning Ordinance to encourage or require the inclusion
of pathways and sidewalks in new development to promote pedestri-
an connections between neighborhoods and developments.
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Chapter 7. Action Strategies

The Oronoko Charter Township Planning Commission has prepared

the following Action Program, based on a “comparison to standards”
facility analysis, expertise of residents and area leaders, and the goals and
objectives listed in Chapter 6. The Action Program details what Oronoko
Township plans to achieve within the next five years or more.

The Action Program does not supplant the goals and objectives, but
should be used in conjunction with them. Many of the goals and
objectives presented may be long-term in nature, and in many instances,
entities in addition to Oronoko Township will need to cooperate in

order to fully implement them. The Action Program recognizes this and
proposes a reasonable timeframe based on public priorities. Additionally,
potential funding sources are included.

However, recreation planning should be viewed as flexible; and the
timing of new projects may, in part, be influenced by the availability of
land; funding resources; and cooperation of private property owners.
Moreover, public opinions and ideas may change or be refined over
time; and this plan may be amended from time to time to reflect shifts
in perception and needs. Priorities should be reviewed annually and
adjusted as necessary.

Accessibility

The Americans with Disabilities Act and other laws prohibit
discrimination on the basis of physical ability in connection with
Township recreational facilities. Developed park facilities must comply
with barrier-free design standards. As recreational facility development
or improvement is considered in the future, barrier-free accessibility is

a significant priority item to help ensure that recreation can be enjoyed
by all residents and visitors of Oronoko Township. Improvements can
include proper hard surfaces for wheelchairs, accessible picnic tables and
restrooms, resting benches frequently placed along a walking route, and
play equipment that is easy to get to and use. The principles of universal
design are supported by this Recreation Plan.

Staffing

While the Township’s recreation needs are not large enough to warrant a
large recreation staff, limited part-time staff could be helpful in overseeing
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daily efforts and coordinating activities, policies, and suggestions. The
Township will annually monitor staffing needs and will continue to seek
partners in the process to implement this plan.

New Parks & Facilities / Continually Improved Facilities

The recreation planning process revealed a need for additional or
improved facilities to expand the opportunities offered to residents and
visitors. The Township views land acquisition as an ongoing, long-term
process. Additionally, improving existing facilities is also a priority.
Desired items that will be explored, at a minimum, include the following
(See Map 3):

« A local non-motorized trail connecting users to Village, the St. Joseph
River, Andrews University trails, Feather Park, and other local
destinations

» Expansion of parkland from the Township Hall to the Public Safety
Building

« Acquisition of new land for parks in the “1st/2nd/3rd St”
neighborhoods and neighborhoods north of the Village limits.

« Assistance in the development of water trails

o Soccer fields, football fields, baseball fields, concession facilities and
storage areas, a disc golf course, and restrooms at appropriate locations
to serve Township residents and participants on the GBSRD.

Park Maintenance and Stewardship

It is critical that new parks and/or future facilities receive proper care.
Continued coordination with outside agencies and organizations such
as Berrien Springs Public Schools, Andrews University, the GBSRD any
local or regional athletic organizations and neighborhood associations
will be beneficial in accomplishing this objective. In the future, when
new facilities are introduced, the Township must consider strategies
for maintenance. A possible solution may include involvement from
volunteer entities that use the facilities via an organized stewardship
program (e.g. Friends of Oronoko Township Parks).

Potential Funding Sources / Resource Concepts

A variety of resource partners and potential funding sources may exist to
assist in implementing the strategic implementation summary provided
on the following pages. A non-exhaustive summary of these resources is
as follows:
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund. The MNRTF can provide
assistance for the Township’s outdoor recreation projects, including
land acquisition and physical development of park facilities. This
assistance is intended to bolster existing facilities, protect critical
natural resources and establish new parkland. Development project
grants may range between $15,000 and $500,000; there is no limit to
acquisition requests. The minimum required local match is 25%. This
opportunity should particularly be contemplated for future acquisition
and development activities.

Land and Water Conservation Fund. The LWCEF is similar to the
Trust Fund grant described above, in that it is meant to help fund

land acquisition and park development. The minimum grant request
amount is $30,000 and the maximum grant request amount is $100,000.
The required local match is exactly 50%; meaning that total project
costs range from $60,000 to $200,000. Natural feature preservation

has historically been the primary award criteria; and as such, this
opportunity should especially be taken into account when planning for
new passive recreation facilities. In addition, the LWCF now places
emphasis on trails, “green” technology in outdoor recreation, universal
design and coordination among recreation providers.

Non-Motorized Entities. Trails encourage health and wellness,
enhance quality of life, and promote sense of community. Trails also
can improve non-motorized system safety. Aside from the programs
described above, several other entities can provide assistance with
trail funding, planning, information or construction. These include
the Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance, the Safe Routes to School
Program, and the Bikes Belong Coalition. In addition, the Michigan
Department of Transportation may provide funding for numerous
types of projects that encourage safe, accessible and efficient forms of
multi-modal transport, including non-motorized facilities and other
improvements related to transportation.

Additionally, the Recreation Improvement Fund Grant and Recreation
Trails Program Grant may help to fund projects that connect facilities
on MDNR-owned property. A MDNR division or bureau is always
the applicant, but a local government partnership may be considered if
the project contributes to MDNR goals and is located on, or linked to,
MDNR land.

Leveraging Resources. Most recreation grants will stipulate a
minimum required local match. It is possible to be awarded grant
dollars from multiple funding sources, and use the monies leveraged
from one source as the match for another. An example might be a local
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trail project, where the community uses MDOT funds as the match for
an MDNR grant. This can help save local government resources, is
usually permitted by most grant programs, and is encouraged.

* Regional Parks and Recreation Planning. Grant application
guidelines often include a provision for regional coordination and
cooperation, and recreation grants are no exception. The Township
will generally receive more “points” for a grant application if it can
demonstrate that the proposed project is the result of collaboration
with an adjacent community, regional entity or multiple units of
government. The Township should therefore keep this concept in
mind, especially when planning for future trail connections that may
traverse more than one community.

* Donations & Foundations. Residents, property owners, businesses,
and organizations will frequently contribute to causes that improve
local quality of life. While these contributions are often pecuniary,
they may also include land donations, volunteer services, or the
gift of equipment or other facilities. For example, forming an entity
such as “Friends of the Berrien Springs Area Trail” is likely to garner
regional support and should therefore be explored. Other foundation-
type entities may also be explored, as foundations are non-profit
organizations that are expressly established to receive donations and
use them in accordance with a plan. While endowments should not
be relied on in totality, they can contribute significantly to recreational
offerings in Oronoko Township.

e Township Funds. The general fund, a special millage, the parks
budget, and bonds are possibilities to help fund new and improved
facilities in the Township. The parks budget has been successful in
contributing to programming with the GBSRD and will continue to be
critical to recreation services in the community. Additionally, a special
millage can help the Township to provide matching funds for grant
applications. However, a parks millage is not proposed; and is merely
discussed here as an option. Bonds are another possibility, but these
are not as flexible and usually require the constructed public project to
generate revenues.

Implementation Summary

This section of Chapter 7 will provide a listing of recommendations. Some
are ongoing efforts that will involve time, commitment, planning and
coordination; while others are physical improvements that will require
investment. Map 3 illustrates many of the concepts. This summary of
implementation includes the term in which each project is expected to be
undertaken. Short-term projects are intended to be addressed in 1-2 years,
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while medium-term projects are intended to be addressed in 3-5 years,
and long-term projects are expected to be addressed in 5 or more years.
However, this Plan recognizes that opportunities may arise outside of the
anticipated time frame and that such projects may be undertaken outside
of their intended term.

Further, it is recommended that the plan be reviewed annually; and as
part of that review potential costs should be estimated and timeframes
should be reviewed and updated as necessary.

Term Project Potential Funding Sources
Short Improvements to or new pedestrian/bicyclist safety Local funds, MNRTF, MDOT,

paths along M-139, Kephart Lane, Timberland Drive  or others.
and Main Street.

Short Development of facilities on Township property Local funds, MNRTF, LWCF,
between Feather Park and the Public Safety Building  or others.

Medium Develop non-motorized trail connecting Feather Local funds, MNRTF, LWCF,
Park, Andrews University, St. Joseph River and other ~ MDOT, Michigan Trails and
destinations Greenway Alliance, or others.

Medium Develop scenic overlook near Township cemetery Local funds, MNRTF, LWCF,
located along Rose Hill Road or others.

Long Develop indoor multi-purpose recreation facility Local funds, MNRTF, or

others.
Ongoing Develop additional non-motorized trails Local funds, MNRTF, LWCF,
MDOQT, or others.

Ongoing Develop additional Safe Routes to School connections  Local funds, Safe Routes to
Schools

Ongoing Make improvements to meet ADA standards Local funds, MNRTF, LWCF
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Appendix 2. Notice of 30-Day Review Period






JPRINTER’S AFFIDAVIT
STATE OF MICHIGAN : 7
sS. 'ﬁg_ aéﬁéﬁa

COUNTY OF BERRIEN

Uppo
VA ln

n theg County of Berrien

being duly sworn, deposed and says that she (he) is

LEGAL NOTICE

Oronoko Charter Township

2014-2019 Parks & Recreation
Plan Available for Review

s been duly published in

eek for / ey
Oronoko Charter Township has completed the process of updating its _ _ :
Five-Year Recreation Plan and has published the draft Plan for public o1 eaceg mentflled e
review. The Recreation Plan is available at the following locations for o dniti / J)

at least 30 days:

Oronoko Charter Township Offices, located at 4583 East Snow Road
Berrien Springs Community Library, located at 215 West Union Street
Website: oronokotownship.org

FP— ,20 _{/_./.__T)_ and the
b]

The Recreation Plan is intended to help guide improvements to recreation -l L /—‘i =4
facilities in the community. The process to develop the Plan included |1 .. f &,

several methods of acquiring community input. Now that a draft of the S e
Plan has been completed, the Township is offering a public comment ﬁ/f_é_b .20 0 i
review period to give residents an opportunity to review and comment
on the Plan. A public hearing has also been scheduled at the January 7, higan.

2014 Planning Commission meeting at the Oronoko Township Hall. BARBARA L CROUCH
- : - tary Public - Michigan
To provide comments on the draft Plan, please send an email to build- Berrlen County

ing @oronokotownship.org with any questions or suggestions, or call the Yk o i
Township Zoning Administrator, Rich Kubsch, at (269) 471-2824. Thank
you; and we appreciate your input.

Oronoko Charter Township

4583 E Snow Road © 8

Berrien Springs, MI 49103 $

Moo )
NOTICE TO PUBLISHER

AFFIDAVIT AS TO THE PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES MUST BE MAILED TO THE PROBATE
COURT NOT LATER THAN MONDAY NIGHT FOLLOWING THE LAST PUBLICATION.






Appendix 3. Notice of Planning Commission Public Hearing on
the Proposed Parks and Recreation Plan






L

The Journal Era e Berrien Springs, Michigan ° January 8, 2014

O, Snow Road, Berrien
Springs, to consider the
following request:

Dr. Philip Hecht of M-139,
Berrien Springs (Twin
Springs Aggregate) prop-
erty numbers (11-15-0003-
0006-08-1) (11-15-0003-
0006-25-1) (11-15-0003-
0007-00-1), is requesting a
change to his Special Use.
Dr. Hechtis asking the Plan-
ning Commission to make a
" change to a condition of his
Special Use to allow him fo
do washing and crushing
at Twin Springs Aggregate.

Written comments on the
proposed consideration will
be accepted through Janu-
ary 29, 2014 by 11:00 a.m.
at the Oronoko Township
Hall, 4583 E. Snow Road,

Berrien Springs, M1 49103.

All interested parties will be
heard during the meeting.

Richard Kubsch, Zoning
Administrator, Oronoko
Charter Township

ORONOKO CHARTER TOWNSHIP

THE ORONOKO PLANNING
COMMISSION WILL BE HAVING
-~ AN OPEN MEETING

ON JANUARY 29, 2014, TO DISCUSS
| THE PROPOSED:

2014-2019 PARKS
AND RECREATION PLA

AT THE TOWNSHIP HALL LOCATED
AT 4583 E. SNOW ROAD,
 BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICHIGAN.
THE MEETING WILL START AT 7:30 P.M.

Richard Kubsch,
Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator

&1 EGAL NOTICE

7:30 a.m. - Walking Spree~  /-30 a-m. - Walking Spree
Lunch: Sliced Turkey/Gravy
12:30 p.m. - Writing Class
1:00 p.m. -- Cash Bingo
4:00 p.m. -- Water Aerobics

TUESDAY, Jan. 14
7:30 a.m. -- Walking Spree
-10:00 a.m. -- Knit & Crochet
10:30 a.m. -- Mishawaka
10:30 a.m. —-Exercise

. with Amy

Lunch: Sloppy Joe
1:00 p.m. - Quilting

WEDNESDAY, Jan. 15
-7:30 a.m. -- Walking Spree
11:30 a.m.: Potluck/Bingo

1:00 p.m. - Ceramics
4:00 p.m. -- Water Aerobics

10:00 a.m. --Painting
Lunch: Spaghetti w/Meat
Sauce
12:30 p.m:. -- Painting

4:00 p.m. - Water Aerobics

6:00 p.m. - Patio Friday

Save your Spartan
- Brand UPC labels!
The senior center
is collecting Spartan
Brand UPC Labels

to send in for money! -

We get $20 for 1,000
labels. Call the senior
center for more
details!

4083 E. Shawnee Rd. Berrien Springs

471-2017







Appendix 4. Planning Commission Resolution Recommending Approval of
the Parks and Recreation Plan to the Township Board






Oronoko Charter Township

Resolution No.

Five-Year Recreation Plan

Planning Commission Resolution of Approval

WHEREAS, Oronoko Charter Township has engaged the process to develop a new Five-
Year Recreation Plan, which describes pertinent features, recreation facilities, policies
and desired implementation to improve recreational offerings in the community during
the period between 2014 and 2019; and

WHEREAS, the Oronoko Charter Township Planning Commission facilitated an open
house and visioning workshop on Thursday, November 17, 2013 prior to the
development of the Plan; which enabled citizens and stakeholders to express opinions and
needs, ask questions, offer advice, and discuss all aspects of parks and recreation; and

WHEREAS, Oronoko Charter Township has prepared the Five-Year Recreation Plan for
the benefit of the entire community and to meet the recreation needs of residents as

expressed during the public input session; and

WHEREAS, a notice was published indicating that the Plan was published in two
locations and offered for a period of at least 30 days for public comment and review; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing on the draft Five-Year Recreation Plan was held by the
Planning Commission on January 29, 2014 &pnor to the adoption of this resolution, and;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Oronoko Charter Township Planning
Commission hereby approves the Five-Year Recreation Plan it has prepared and
recommends that the Oronoko Charter Township Board of Trustees adopt the Five-Year

Recreation Plan.

Yeas: (.
Nays: &
Absent: -



I, David Nelson, Oronoko Charter Township Planning Commission Secretary, hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true and original copy of the resolution adopted by the
Planning Commission at a Regular Meeting held on Wednesday, January 29, 2014 at

7:30 PM.

@meJO @/W
David Nelson
Planning Commission Secretary



Appendix 5. Notice of Township Board Adoption Meeting






18

help for his alcohol and drug ad-
diction. He echoed Sible's state-
ment saying that he had gone 10
years without a drunk driving
conviction but acknowledged
that he hadn't been driving a
large part of that time.

He also commented on an-
other case that was dismissed

involving possession of mari- -

juana in Berrien Springs last
year. He said he has medical
problems and thought it was
better to smoke marijuana than
drink alcohol. i

Assistant Prosecutor Amy
Byrd noted that this was actu-
ally Douglas' seventh drunk
driving conviction going back to
the 1980s. “He's not willing to
admit he has a drinking prob-
lem,” she said. “He's been drink-
ing and driving since 1984. On

BERRIEN SPRINGS,
MICHIGAN

5% senior citizen

discount every
Wednesday

The Journal Era ® Berrien Springs, Michigan e February 5,2014
“IFOUEIES SAIC [IE WATILS 10 get TSR,

this occasion, it was the middle

. LEGAL NOTICE _
Oronoko Charter Township Board
S Year Parks and Recreation Plan

TO THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF ORONOKO CHARTER
TOWNSHIP, AND OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS:

The Oronoko Charter Township Board will be aoumm.aﬁ.m:m the adoption of a Five-Year Parks
and Recreation Plan at their regular meeting scheduled for February 11, 2014 commencing
at 7:00 p.m. at the Township Hall located at 4583 East Snow Road.

The draft plan is available and may be examined by the general public at the Township Hall,
(4583 East Snow Road during regular business hours, and it is also available for review
on the Township website: http :/[www.oronokotownship.org.

All interested persons are invited to submit their comments in person
‘ or in writing at or before the meeting.

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact
the Township Clerk at the address or telephone number listed below.

Oronoko Charter Township, 4583 East Snow Road, Berrien Springs, g 49103 (269) 471-2824







Appendix 6. Township Board Resolution Adopting the Parks and
Recreation Plan






Oronoko Charter Township

4583 E. Snow Road
P. O. Box 214
Berrien Springs, Michigan 49103

269-471-2824

ORONOKO CHARTER TOWNSHIP
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A Resolution Adopting the Five-Year Recreation Plan

WHEREAS, Oronoko Charter Township has engaged the process to develop a new Five-Year
Recreation Plan, which describes pertinent features, recreation facilities, policies and desired
implementation to improve recreational offerings in the community during the period between 2104 and
2019; and

WHEREAS, the Oronoko Charter Township Planning Commission facilitated an open house and
visioning workshop on Thursday, November 17, 2013 prior to the development of the Plan, which
enabled citizens and stakeholders to express opinions and needs, ask questions, offer advice, and discuss
all aspects of parks and recreation; and

WHEREAS, Oronoko Charter Township has prepared the Five-Year Recreation Plan for the
benefit of the entire community and to meet the recreation needs of residents as expressed during the
public input session; and

WHEREAS, a notice was published indicating that the Plan was published in two locations and
offered for a period of at least 30 days for public comment and review; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing on the draft Five-Year Recreation Plan was held by the Planning
Commission on January 29, 2014; and

WHEREAS, the Oronoko Charter Township Planning Commission unanimously passed a motion
on January 29, 2014 recommending the Township Board approve the draft Five-Year Recreation Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Oronoko Charter Township Board of Trustees
hereby adopts the Five-Year Recreation Plan as a guideline for improving recreation for the residents and

visitors of the community.

ROLL CALL VOTE: )
AYES: Treasurer Schalk, Trustee Damron, Clerk Renton, Trustee Kerlikowske, Trustee Krause,

Supervisor Hildebrand.
NAYS: None. ABSENT: Trustee Albers. MOTION CARRIED.

The Supervisor declared the MOTION passed and the Resolution duly adopted.

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a2 meeting of the Oronoko
Charter Township Board held at the Township Hall on February 11, 2014; that said meeting was conducted and public notice of
said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being 1976 PA 267; that a quorum of the
Board was present and voted in favor of said Resolution; and that minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been
made available as required by said Open Meetings Act.

Adopted: February 11, 2014 Signed: J«/M K/\é\u

Suzann G Renton, Clerk

The Township of Oronoko was established in 1837 / Named after Indian Chief Oronoko
In the heart of the fruit belt / Home of: Berrien County Youth Fair






Appendix 7. Minutes from the February 11, 2014 Township Board
Meeting






BOARD OF REVIEW DATES AND RESOLUTION:
MOTION by Kerlikowske, supported by Damron, to adopt the Resolution for the Five-
Year Recreation Plan: -

WHEREAS, Oronoko Charter Township has engaged the process to develop a new
Five-Year Recreation Plan, which describes pertinent features, recreation facilities, policies
and desired implementation to improve recreational offerings in the community during the
period between 2104 and 2018; and

WHEREAS, the Oronoko Charter Township Planning Commission facilitated an
open house and visioning workshop on Thursday, November 17, 2013 prior to the
development of the Plan, which enabled citizens and stakeholders to express opinions and
needs, ask questions, offer advice, and discuss all aspects of parks and recreation; and

WHEREAS, Oronoko Charter Township has prepared the Five-Year Recreation
Plan for the benefit of the entire community and to meet the recreation needs of residents
as expressed during the public input session; and

WHEREAS, a notice was published indicating that the Plan was published in two
locations and offered for a period of at least 30 days for public comment and review; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing on the draft Five-Year Recreation Plan was held by
the Planning Commission on January 29, 2014; and

WHEREAS, the Oronoko Charter Township Planning Commission unanimously
passed a motion on January 29, 2014 recommending the Township Board approve the draft
Five-Year Recreation Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Oronoko Charter Township Board of
Trustees hereby adopts the Five-Year Recreation Plan as a guideline for improving
recreation for the residents and visitors of the community.

ROLL CALL VOTE:
AYES: Schalk, Damron, Renton, Kerlikowske, Krause, Hildebrand.
NAYS: None. ABSENT: Albers. MOTION CARRIED.

REGULAR BOARD MEETING
FEBRUARY 11, 2014
PAGE 4



