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1.1 GOALS OF THE MANUAL
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To improve the quality of life in the
City of Mount Holly by improving and
strengthening its downtown core.
This is achieved by:
Defining, preserving, and enhancing the
built environment of downtown Mount Holly
Providing a comprehensive and unified approach
toward development and revitalization
Integrating new development with a
respect to historic patterns
Promoting a mixed-use, pedestrian character through
appropriate building forms and streetscape elements
Encouraging creativity and great new design
within a framework of key principles
Providing a well-illustrated, user-friendly
document that is flexible and easy to work with

Manual for Development │ DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY

Introduction

March 2005

SCOPE & INTENTIONS OF THE MANUAL
1.2

SCOPE OF THE MANUAL

The City of Mount Holly, through the
Community Development Department, reviews
new construction, exterior alterations, and
additions within the Downtown Overlay
District.
This Manual has been prepared to provide
guidance and consistency within this district
and to identify desirable goals and objectives.
The Manual shall be used by the Zoning
Enforcement Officer, in the exercise of authority
granted under the City’s Ordinances for review
of properties located within the Downtown
Overlay District.

1.3

INTENTIONS OF THE
MANUAL

The guidelines and standards focus on
defining, preserving, and enhancing the
character and quality of life of Mount Holly.
An understanding of the history of
development in Mount Holly, current goals of
community members, and principles of
successful and sustainable design are
imperative to encourage a comprehensive and
unified future for the Downtown Overlay
District.
The Manual recognizes that some building
patterns in the Downtown Overlay District
help to perpetuate the character that makes
Mount Holly distinctive – these are
encouraged.
Other building patterns are
damaging to that character and are specifically
discouraged.
The intention of the Manual is not to discourage
creativity or force the replication of historic
models in new development. Rather, it seeks to
set forth a framework of design principles, within
which the diversity and character of Mount Holly
may continue to grow.
The Manual hopes to be user-friendly and
informative for the residents of the City, the City
Council, the Planning Commission, and
prospective developers intending to work within
the Downtown Overlay District.

Downtown Overlay District within the City of Mount Holly
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MANUAL’S RELATIONSHIP TO ZONING
1.4

MANUAL’S
RELATIONSHIP TO THE
ZONING ORDINANCE

The City of Mount Holly notes in its Zoning
Ordinance the significance of its historic areas
and structures and their contributions to the
character of the City.
The Manual for
Development aims to recognize, protect, and
enhance the character of Mount Holly through
design standards and guidelines.
The Manual for Development establishes a set of
rules to aid investors, designers, builders, and
individual property owners in making decisions
about development endeavors and allow the
Zoning Enforcement Officer to review the
appropriateness of such endeavors.

The Manual for Development in Downtown
Mount Holly is a combination of both Standards
and Guidelines.
The standards, adopted in the City of Mount
Holly Zoning Ordinance, are indicated
throughout this manual in italics and are
mandatory.
The remainder of the guidelines are more
flexible. However, they are strongly encouraged
and will be used in evaluating design proposals.

Proposals for new construction and renovation
will be evaluated upon their visual compatibility
with recognizable historic patterns of:








Building placement and entrances;
Massing, scale, and height of buildings;
Proportions of windows and doors;
Relationships of solids to voids in the façade;
Rhythm of structures and spaces along the
streetscape;
Materials and architectural details; and
Site elements such as fences, lighting, and
service areas.

The standards and guidelines set forth in the
Manual seek to define and quantify these criteria.
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CHARACTER OF DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY
1.5

CHARACTER OF
DOWNTOWN MOUNT
HOLLY

The center, or “core,” of Downtown Mount Holly
is signified by the intersection of Main Street at
Charlotte and Catawba Avenues and the Railroad
that runs parallel between them. The Downtown
Overlay District is focused on this core and
includes transitional zones of mostly residential
structures surrounding the core.
The character of Mount Holly is, in large part,
defined by the physical and social qualities of the
Downtown Overlay District.
Visual unity
through an historic consistency of building
materials, scale, and building placement defines
the Downtown building pattern. Almost all civic
and commercial buildings are constructed of
brick. Brick is a durable vernacular material that
provides long lasting structures.
Local Downtown businesses like the drug store
(closed), hardware store (closed), the recently
closed Jones Brothers Supermarket, as well as
numerous other local enterprises have helped
……..

define the Downtown, naturally promoting a
community of business owners and local
customers. Over the years, local Downtown
businesses like the drug store, hardware store,
Jones Brothers Supermarket, as well as numerous
other local enterprises have helped define the
Downtown, naturally promoting a community of
business owners and local customers.
The railroad played a significant role in the
growth of the community. Today, although it
does not currently serve passengers, its position,
as it cuts through the very center of town, is
highly visible and presents the future possibility
of a light rail line to Charlotte.
The nearby Catawba River also played a role in
the early development of Mount Holly and today
continues to be appreciated, not only as a natural
resource, but also for its livability, aesthetic
qualities, and recreational opportunities.
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CHARACTER OF DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY

The citizens of Mount Holly have shown a
consistent desire over the past thirty years to
revitalize their community, and downtown in
particular.
A desire for social interaction,
opportunities for both workers and consumers,
and pride in an attractive city have buoyed these
discussions among community leaders and
citizens toward revitalization. Some of their
concerns seek to re‐establish historic patterns of
development. Long‐time community members
appreciated the pedestrian nature of Mount Holly
when there were many offices, businesses, and
community gathering spots located Downtown.
The Downtown has become both less visible and
less serviceable as traffic is currently diverted
around the core by the Highway 273 Bypass.
Additionally, the scale of buildings and
streetscape elements has evolved toward a more
vehicular, not pedestrian, scale. Vehicular traffic
began to dominate the Downtown in the 1960s
and larger‐scale development patterns followed
accordingly.
The Downtown streetscape has changed over
time in relation to regional and national trends.
Some of these changes include the masking of
original facades, and closing off upper story
windows from the street. Some historic buildings
have been lost, while others have experienced
neglect, making them good candidates for
rehabilitation. Several newer structures depart
from historic patterns in orientation, scale,
materials, and lot placement. As Mount Holly
experiences redevelopment, the opportunity
exists to return to its original patterns.

Significant buildings have been demolished,
leaving gaps within the urban streetscape of
Downtown. Some new structures depart from
historic patterns in orientation, scale, materials,
and lot placement. Other historic buildings have
experienced neglect, falling into disrepair and
losing features of their original design.
The opportunity to restore existing historic
buildings will strengthen the City’s identity,
diversify its available functions, and encourage
new development in the “core” of Downtown.
A socially and economically active, pedestrian
downtown environment can be supported with a
variety of businesses and public offices, a
network of paths that encourage local pedestrian
and commuter rail connections to Downtown,
and a scale of streetscape design that welcomes
pedestrians. Rehabilitated industrial properties
(vacant mills) can also provide a format for new
commercial and mixed‐use development or
accommodate institutions such as schools or
libraries.
New development can support community urban
design goals with the aid of the standards and
guidelines contained in the Manual for
Development in Downtown Mount Holly.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF MOUNT HOLLY
2.1

A BRIEF HISTORY OF
MOUNT HOLLY

The following is reprinted from the Mount Holly chapter
of Celebrating 150 years: Gaston County, written by Mary
Dunn Warren and others and edited by Jim Love.

The Catawba Indians are believed to have come
into what is now the Mount Holly area from
the Upper Ohio Valley about 1660. A branch of
the Sioux Tribe, they were refugees from the
French and their Indian allies. They were
opposed by the Cherokees when they reached
the Catawba River and a terrible battle was
fought in which both tribes reportedly lost
more than a thousand men. The battle was
called a draw and a truce was made. The
Catawba Indians were conceded in the West.
Local people think one of the major Catawba
villages could have been in the great bend of
the Catawba River near the Riverbend Steam
Station. The 1916 flood washed up many
Catawba artifacts there.
As early as 1740 the log cabins of the pioneer
German and Scotch‐Irish were replacing the
Indian teepees along the banks of the Catawba
River. James Kuykendall, a Dutchman, was an
associate of Robert Leeper, an Englishman who
was one of the first known settlers in eastern
Gaston County. Not until around 1750 were
land grants, patents, or titles issued by our
state’s [North Carolina’s] colonial government.
James Kuykendall was granted much land over
what is now Gaston County, beginning with a
grant issued in 1751 for 600 acres in the South
Point area. Later, in 1754, James Kuykendall
built a house near the mouth of Dutchman’s
Creek in Mount Holly. He allied himself with
the Scotch‐Irish settlers in the Mount Holly
area and was one of the first elders of Goshen
Presbyterian Church.

March 2005

A grant of land first made to an Armstrong
(James) by King George II and transferred to
Englishman George Rutledge in 1753 is
believed to be the first recorded deed on
property in what is now the city of Mount
Holly. This tract adjoined the land of James
Kuykendall. A second grant in 1754 gave 320
more acres to George Rutledge. This was also
described as being bounded by Kuykendall’s,
The Dutchman’s Creek.
W.B. Rutledge, a
descendant of George Rutledge, was a farmer,
educator, magistrate, and early mayor of
Mount Holly.
In 1767 Robert Alexander was deeded a land
patent, described as lying on Doctor’s Creek. He
built a large story‐and‐half log house on the
northwest corner of Hawthorne Street and West
Central Avenue. The house had nine rooms,
five fireplaces which were five feet wide, and a
raised basement with iron‐barred windows.
This basement was often used as a jail to hold
prisoners until they could be transferred to the
Tryon Community where court sessions were
held. The house was called Woodlawn, from
whence came the town’s first name.
The Reverend Humphrey Hunter was born
near Londonderry, Ireland, in 1754. His family
arrived at Charleston, SC on August 27, 1759.
He was the first preacher regularly called to the
pastorate of Goshen Presbyterian Church in
1795, the town’s first postmaster, when it was
known as Woodlawn. The Hunter home stood
back of the present Thomas W. Springs house
at 400 West Catawba Avenue. The Hunter land
adjoined the Robert Alexander land. There was
an early school building which stood between
the two houses. Some local historians think it
could have been a subscription school for the
Alexander daughters and Hunter’s ten
children.
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Fred D. Hoffman and Moses H. Rhyne owned a
store a mile west of Tuckaseege Ford in the
area known as Woodlawn, later to become
Mount Holly. Sherrill, in his Annals of Lincoln
County, wrote, “A meeting was held at
Hoffman & Rhyne Store, June 4, 1842, (in what
is now Gaston County) to consider the question
of dividing the county of Lincoln.
The
committee on resolutions was composed of
Henry Fulenwider, James H. White, Whiten
Stowe, F.D. Hoffman, J. Webster, and J.D.
Rankin. After an earnest speech by James H.
White it was resolved not to support any man
for a seat in the Legislature who is not an open
advocate of an equal division of the county.
The delegates appointed to a county
convention to be held in Lincolnton on Tuesday
of court were J.D. Rankin, Samuel Johnston,
Leroy Stowe, Col. Richard Rankin, Daniel
Rhyne, William Hanks, and M.H. Rhyne.
Mount Holly was incorporated in 1879 by a
group of citizens led by A.P. Rhyne.*
The first electric system in Mount Holly was
built and owned by A.P. Rhyne. He had a
generator to provide for his Mount Holly
Cotton Mill on Dutchman’s Creek.
He
extended the service to his residence at 140
North Main Street and to his office building on
the square which housed his office and Holland
Drug Company. In the upstairs of the Rhyne
building was a large auditorium complete with
a stage. The first high school graduations were
held there. There were musicals with Violet
Holland and “Mame” Dunn as pianists and
Karl Detter and John W. Holland as violinists.
The young people also had dances and box
suppers there.
Many box suppers were
organized to support local institutions or
charities. It is presumed that Rhyne provided
this large assembly as a beneficial civic gesture.
Mount Holly had three early hotels for visitors,
salesmen or “drummers,” which was very

Main Street Mount Holly, early – mid‐twentieth century.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF MOUNT HOLLY
unusual for that time.
One occupied the
upstairs of the Davis‐Farrar Building on North
Main Street, which is believed to have been
built by Thomas Davis in 1892. Albert Lentz
built a large two‐story frame hotel across East
Charlotte Avenue from the Seaboard and P&N
Railroad station. The Central Hotel stood on
the present parking lot of the first Union Bank.
It was built and operated by Margaret Lawing
Hutchison.
The Central was divided into
apartments in the early 1920’s and young
couples lived there until they built their homes.
In the mid 1920’s N.B. Kendrick built a two‐
story building at 101 S. Main Street. The
upstairs was a hotel, named the Juliette Hotel
for his wife. By the mid 1930’s it too had been
converted into efficiency apartments.
The
Euterpean (“goddess of music”) Band of Mount
Holly, founded by Washington F. Holland, was
invited to play at the inauguration of President
William McKinley in 1897.
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Today Mount Holly is growing rapidly because
of its close proximity to Charlotte and has
several industrial parks. Transportation on
highways 27 and 273 and Interstate 85 and
proximity to the Charlotte International Airport
provide industry with excellent access for
shipping their products. The city has several
manufacturing
facilities
including
the
headquarters of American & Efird Inc., a thread
maker; a large Freightliner truck plant;
Clariant* plant; and several industrial plants of
other large manufacturers. Mount Holly also
has several areas to choose from in residential
housing with friendly people for a good quality
of life.

* additions to this excerpt from Celebrating 150 years:
Gaston County were recommended by citizens
attending the Manual for Development Workshop #2
on May 18, 2004.

Textile mill, Mount Holly, early twentieth century.
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2.2 HISTORIC SANBORN MAPS

City of Mount Holly, c. 1929
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Historic Mount Holly

2.2 HISTORIC SANBORN MAPS
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Intersection at Main Street and Central Avenue, c. 1929
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3.0
MAPS OF
MOUNT HOLLY
The following maps have been
provided and reprinted from the
City of Mount Holly.
They are provided in this Manual
for illustrative purposes only.
Contact the City of Mount Holly
to obtain more specific
and current information.
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3.1 THE CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY

DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY
See Inset

This map has been printed for illustrative purposes
only. Information has been provided by the City
of Mount Holly, March 2004. Consult the City’s
Community Development Department to obtain
specific and current information.

Downtown Within the City of Mount Holly
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3.2 DOWNTOWN OVERLAY DISTRICT

This map has been printed for illustrative purposes
only. Information has been provided by the City
of Mount Holly, March 2004. Consult the City’s
Community Development Department to obtain
specific and current information.

Boundary of the Downtown Overlay District
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3.3 RECOMMENDED ADDITIONS

This map has been printed for illustrative purposes
only. Information has been provided by the City
of Mount Holly, March 2004. Consult the City’s
Community Development Department to obtain
specific and current information.

Existing Boundary of the
Downtown Overlay District
Recommended Additions to the
Boundary of the Downtown
Overlay District

Recommended Additions to the
Downtown Overlay District
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3.4 HEIGHT MAP

This map has been printed for illustrative
purposes only. Information has been
provided by the City of Mount Holly,
March 2004.
Consult the City’s
Community Development Department
to obtain specific and current
information.

The height map prescribes the height limits for buildings in the
Downtown Overlay District. The numbers shown within each
height zone denote the number of allowable stories.
Floor‐to‐floor heights of a given story vary for the particular
building type as described in the Urban Guidelines, Section 4.0

Downtown Overlay District Height Map
Manual for Development │ DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY

Maps of Mount Holly

March 2005

3.5 URBAN DESIGN ANALYSIS

This diagram illustrates urban patterns in
Downtown Mount Holly, highlighting
potential considerations for future building
and circulation patterns.
The 273 Bypass is successful in diverting
traffic around Downtown, but the loss of
traffic
negatively
impacts
downtown
businesses. Today, since the infrastructure of
both 273/Main St. and the 273 Bypass is

already in place, the intersections at 273 and
the Bypass may be reconfigured to allow car
traffic to naturally flow back through
Downtown. Undesired truck traffic may be
routed around Downtown on the bypass.
To reinforce the vitality of downtown, an urban
residential and mixed‐use pattern should be
extended east of the intersection of Main Street
and Charlotte Avenue toward the river.

Current Urban Patterns & Future Considerations
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4.1
COMMERCIAL
MIXED‐USE
STRUCTURES
The following section describes
commercial and mixed‐use structures
in the Downtown Overlay District.
The Urban Guidelines address
building placement, massing, scale,
and other design issues that affect
public spaces and streetscapes.
The standards, adopted in the City of
Mount Holly Zoning Ordinance, are
indicated throughout this manual in
italics and are mandatory.
The remainder of the guidelines are
more flexible. However, they are
strongly encouraged and will be used
in evaluating design proposals.

Manual for Development in
DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY
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4.1 COMMERCIAL MIXED-USE STRUCTURES
4.1.1 BUILDING PLACEMENT
Structures built to the sidewalk define the street
edge and create a pedestrian environment
between street and structure. Large building
setbacks and street‐front parking lots can
disrupt visual continuity and reduce pedestrian
comfort at the sidewalk.
Buildings should be designed to be flexible and
accommodate multiple uses including comm‐
ercial, retail, office, and residential.
Buildings shall be aligned to be parallel with
the street which they front.
Building frontage shall be a minimum of 70% of
the lot width.

Commercial Mixed Use Building Type

Main building entrances shall face the primary
street on which the structure is located and shall
not exceed intervals of 50 feet along the street.
New commercial and mixed use buildings shall
have no minimum front setback and shall be
built to the front property line, except where
there is a historic setback along a particular
block front, where such setback shall be provided.
Side yard setbacks shall be 0 feet for attached
and 10 feet minimum for detached structures.
Rear yard setback shall be a minimum of 25 feet.
Buildings should be placed prominently in
relation to the street, rather than to vehicles.
The visibility of parking, loading and service
areas should be minimized.
Parking, service areas and drive‐throughs shall
be located to the sides and rear of buildings.
See 4.1.4 Special Conditions: Parking for more
information.

Manual for Development │ DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY

Urban Guidelines

March 2005

4.1 COMMERCIAL MIXED-USE STRUCTURES
4.1.2 MASSING, SCALE, AND
HEIGHT

Large scale development shall be designed in
varying heights and widths such that no wall
plane exceeds 40 feet in width.

Consistency of building massing, scale and
height creates visual continuity in a streetscape.
Historic patterns found in Downtown Mount
Holly reflect this sense of continuity. New
development should build on these precedents,
with each new building forming a part of the
larger streetscape.

The front façade on lots less then 40 feet in
width shall be constructed so as to form a
continuous plane with the street.

The height of new buildings should be
considered within the context of the height of
adjacent buildings. Most buildings within the
Downtown Overlay District are one and two‐
storied and no existing building is taller than
three stories.
All new construction and additions to existing
structures shall be within the height limits as
shown on the Downtown Overlay District
Height Map. (Section 3.4).
All new construction within the Downtown
Overlay District fronting a primary street shall
have a minimum of two usable stories.
Exterior expression of the height of the first
story of a commercial or mixed‐use structure
shall be a minimum of 13’‐0”, and each story
above the first shall be a minimum of 10’‐0”.

Low‐pitched roofs concealed by parapet walls
are the predominant commercial roof type
found in Downtown Mount Holly. The street
front elevation offers opportunities for
decorative detailing and building identification.
All new commercial and mixed‐use buildings
shall incorporate parapet walls around a
minimum of 3 sides of a low‐pitched roof.
Exterior expression of the height of parapet
walls shall be a minimum of 3’‐0”.
Applied mansard roofs shall not be permitted.
Heights specified do not include the height of
additional features such as steeples, cupolas,
and vents.
All buildings must comply with local fire safety
standards, as well as all applicable building
codes.

Entrances to retail oriented buildings should
encourage easy access from the sidewalk and
therefore be built close to ground level.
Commercial ground floors shall enter at grade
or be raised to a maximum height of 18 inches.
Building facades should have vertical
proportions in relation to historic precedents.
The massing of larger commercial buildings
should be articulated in a variety of ways,
including the use of projecting and recessed
sections.
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4.1 COMMERCIAL MIXED-USE STRUCTURES
4.1.3 Special Conditions:
STOREFRONTS
The design of storefronts can enhance
pedestrian activity. Commercial and mixed use
buildings should provide a high level of
transparency at street level in order to provide a
visual connection to activities within and
outside of the building.
Street level frontage for all new commercial and
mixed use buildings shall be designed as a
storefront.
Storefronts shall incorporate transparent
features (windows and doors) over not less than
60% of the surface area of the street level facade.
Storefront windows shall extend from the sill,
or from an 18‐24 inch base, to the lintel.
Upper‐levels shall incorporate transparent
features (windows and doors) over not less than
20% of the surface area of the upper levels of
street fronting elevations.
See 5.1 Architectural Composition, and 5.2
Building Elements, for more information on
configuration and materials.
Entrances must comply with all Local, Federal
and State building codes and ADA standards.
Access ramps where required should be
integrated along the side of the structure.
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4.1 COMMERCIAL MIXED-USE STRUCTURES
4.1.4 Special Conditions:
PARKING

4.1.5 Special Conditions:
FRANCHISE DESIGN

Parking areas must comply with all applicable
requirements in the City of Mount Holly Zoning
Ordinance.

The character of the Downtown Overlay District
in Mount Holly should not be eroded by
inappropriate franchise designs and signage.

On‐street parking encourages patronage of
Downtown businesses due to convenience and
visibility. A row of parked cars additionally
creates a barrier of safety for pedestrians on the
sidewalk, partially separating them from the street.

It has been demonstrated in many design
conscious communities that franchise businesses
may be successfully located in a local context
while maintaining their corporate identity.

Additional parking as required should be
accommodated along the sides and rear of
structures obscured from pedestrian view.
Parking lots over 30 feet in length along any
street shall be screened from view by a 30‐inch
wall placed parallel to the building façade.
Shrubs that are anticipated to grow to a height
of less then 30 inches shall be planted between
the wall and the adjacent sidewalk.
Rear parking areas should direct patrons
through pathway elements back to the sidewalk
and front entrances of businesses to encourage
pedestrian street life.
Curb cuts along Main Street, Charlotte Avenue
and Central Avenue should be reduced in
number and size to the extent possible. Shared
access and internal connections between rear
parking lots should be made whenever possible.

First consideration should be given to locating a
franchise business within an existing structure
that contributes to the traditional building
pattern of the downtown.
New construction of franchise businesses shall
conform to traditional patterns, following the
standards of the Downtown Overlay District
including building placement, massing, scale,
height, materials, details and signage.
Signs should address the pedestrian scale of the
streetscape. Traditional signs, including small
wooden or metal signs are encouraged.
Internally illuminated, plastic faced signs or
signs mounted on poles are not appropriate in
the Downtown Overlay District.
See 7.1 Sign Guidelines and the Mount Holly
Zoning Ordinance for more information.

New curb cuts along Main Street, Charlotte
Avenue and Central Avenue in the Downtown
Overlay District shall be limited to one curb cut
per 100 feet of street frontage.
Where a site has access from a rear lane or
secondary street, it shall be used as the sole
means of vehicular access to the site.
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4.1 COMMERCIAL MIXED-USE STRUCTURES
4.1.6 COMMERCIAL PATTERNS

A range of building heights creates variety in the
streetscape while maintaining continuity.

Building placement creates a continuous edge
along the street face.

Buildings align with front property lines making the
street an outdoor room.

Storefront example with a high percentage of glass
facing the street

Example of a drive-through integrated along the side of
a mixed-use building in an urban setting

Appropriate 2-story massing with storefronts and upper
level entry opening onto the street
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4.1 COMMERCIAL MIXED-USE STRUCTURES

Appropriate two-storied massing, built to define the
street edge

Historic example of a high percentage
of glass at street level

Building facades create a continuous street edge and
activate the street with multiple entrances.

Two-storied massing on Central Avenue in the
Downtown Overlay District

Façade example showing a higher percentage of glass at
the street level, less on upper level

Mount Holly’s A.P. Rhyne Office building, now partially
demolished, defined this downtown corner .
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4.2
RESIDENTIAL
STRUCTURES
The following section describes
residential structures in the
Downtown Overlay District.
These include detached homes found
in blocks surrounding downtown, as
well as attached homes that are
encouraged along Charlotte and
Central Avenues.
The Urban Guidelines address
building placement, massing, scale,
and other design issues that affect
public spaces and streetscapes.
The standards, adopted in the City of
Mount Holly Zoning Ordinance, are
indicated throughout this manual in
italics and are mandatory.
The remainder of the guidelines are
more flexible. However, they are
strongly encouraged and will be used
in evaluating design proposals.
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4.2 RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES
4.2.1 BUILDING PLACEMENT
New residential buildings in Mount Holly should
be compatible with traditional patterns. Main
architectural features should face the street.
Corner lots should give both streets equal
consideration. Garages and outbuildings should
be placed beyond the front face of the dwelling
so that they do not dominate the streetscape.
Front facades of buildings shall be built parallel
to the street. Main building entrances shall face
the street.

Detached Residential Building Type

Front setbacks for new detached homes shall be
within 10 feet of the average setback of all
contributing structures in the block face.
Front build‐to line for new attached homes on
Charlotte and Central Avenues shall be between
15 and 20 feet from the front property line.
Minimum frontage along the build‐to line shall
be 60% of the lot width.
Side yard setbacks for detached homes, and the
detached side of attached homes, shall be 8 feet
minimum except where abutting a street where it
shall be 12 feet.

Multi‐unit Residential Building Type

Rear yard setbacks shall be a minimum of 25
feet for primary buildings and a minimum of 5
feet for garages and outbuildings.
Service areas shall be located to the sides and
rear of buildings.
See 4.2.3 Special Conditions: Porches for more
information.
See 4.2.4 Special Conditions: Parking for more
information.
Townhome Residential Building Type
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4.2 RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES
4.2.2 MASSING, SCALE AND
HEIGHT
Residential dwellings in Downtown Mount
Holly have historically exhibited simple
rectilinear volumes under hip or gable roofs.
Dominant features include front porches, and
heights vary up to 2 ½ stories. New buildings
should support the existing character by
continuing these traditional patterns.
New attached dwellings (multi‐unit and
townhomes) are encouraged along Charlotte
and Central Avenue in the Downtown Overlay
District.
Massing and scale should be
articulated to be visually compatible with
traditional detached homes.
Development of well designed multi‐unit and
townhome dwellings as part of a mixed‐use
neighborhood along the Charlotte and Central
Avenue corridors will support and enhance the
pedestrian qualities of Downtown, extending it
to the Catawba River.
All new construction and additions to existing
structures shall be within the height limits as
shown on the Downtown Overlay District
Height Map. (Section 3.3).
All new construction within the Downtown
Overlay District fronting a primary street shall
have a minimum of two usable stories.
Exterior expression of the height of the first
story of a residential structure shall be a
minimum of 10’‐0”.

Facades should have vertical proportions in
relation to historic precedents. The massing of
larger multi‐unit dwellings should be
articulated in a variety of ways, including the
use of projecting and recessed sections.
Large scale development shall be designed in
varying heights and widths such that no wall
plane exceeds 40 feet in width.
Hipped and gabled roofs are the predominant
residential roof forms found in Mount Holly.
Roofs in large scale development should be
broken down into multiple forms to reduce the
overall visual massing and correspond with wall
planes below.
All new residential buildings shall incorporate
gable and hip roofs, symmetrically pitched
between 6:12 and 12:12 .
Shed roofs and porch roofs, subordinate and
attached to the primary structure, shall be
pitched between 2:12 and 6:12.
See 5.2.2 Roofs Dormers and Accessories for
more information.
Heights specified do not include the height of
additional features such as steeples, cupolas,
and vents.
All buildings must comply with local fire safety
standards, as well as all applicable building
codes.

Residential ground floors shall be raised a
minimum height of 24” and a maximum of 48”.
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4.2 RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES
4.2.3 Special Conditions:
PORCHES

4.2.4 Special Conditions:
PARKING

Front porches are an important feature of the
residential patterns found in Mount Holly. They
provide a transition between public and private
space, create a sense of entry for the home, and
visually engage the streetscape.

Parking areas must comply with all applicable
requirements in the City of Mount Holly Zoning
Ordinance.

Front porches shall be required on all primary
ground floor entrances in new residential
construction.
Covered porches shall be between 8’‐0” and
12’‐0” in depth, required over a minimum of
50 % of the building width.
Porches shall be raised a minimum height of 24”
above finished grade at the front of the building.
Porch configuration and materials are described
in more detail in the Architectural Guidelines.
See 5.2.6 Porches, Stoops and Stairs for more
information.

Parking should occur to sides or rear of
residential buildings. When visible from a
public vantage, parking areas should be
screened by landscaping or fencing.
Parking areas shall not be permitted in front of
any residential structure. Garages and parking
areas shall be offset a minimum of 10 feet
behind the principal façade of the main
structure.
Parking areas over 30 feet in length along any
street shall be screened from view by a 30‐inch
wall placed parallel to the building façade.
Shrubs that are anticipated to grow to a height
of less then 30 inches shall be planted between
the wall and the adjacent sidewalk.
Curb cuts along Main Street, Charlotte Avenue
and Central Avenue should be reduced in
number and size to the extent possible. Shared
access and internal connections between rear
parking lots should be made whenever possible.
New curb cuts along Main Street, Charlotte
Avenue and Central Avenue in the Downtown
Overlay District shall be limited to one curb cut
per 100 feet of street frontage.

8’-12’

Where a site has access from a rear lane or
secondary street, it shall be used as the sole
means of vehicular access to the site.
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4.2 RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES
4.2.5 RESIDENTIAL PATTERNS

A residential block that demonstrates continuity of street
setback

New construction that follows the pattern within the
block

Historic pattern of larger single-family homes at the
edges of downtown

Garage and parking area located behind
the principal residence

Multiple-unit infill housing built at the scale of a
larger home

Attached multiple-unit infill homes built in a series with
shared walls
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4.3
RESTORATIONS
AND
ADDITIONS
The following section describes
design of restorations and additions
to existing buildings in the
Downtown Overlay District.
See Chapter 8 for
information on demolition.
The Urban Guidelines address
building placement, massing, scale,
and other design issues that affect
public spaces and streetscapes.
The standards, adopted in the City of
Mount Holly Zoning Ordinance, are
indicated throughout this manual in
italics and are mandatory.
The remainder of the guidelines are
more flexible. However, they are
strongly encouraged and will be used
in evaluating design proposals.
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4.3 RESTORATIONS AND ADDITIONS
4.3.1 BUILDING PLACEMENT
Additions and renovations to existing structures
should be sensitive to the placement of the
original structure including its relationship to
the streetscape and City plan.
In accordance with established Preservation
philosophy, additions should complement,
while being made visually distinguishable, from
the original structure.
Additions should be placed in alignment with
the orientation of the original structure.
The resultant building, including restorations
and additions, should conform to the Urban and
Architectural Guidelines outlined in this
Manual for the specific building type.

4.3.2 MASSING, SCALE, AND
HEIGHT
The massing of an addition should be
compatible in size, scale and rhythm, and be
visually subordinate to the original structure.
Roof forms of additions should be compatible
with the roof form of the original structure and
the patterns outlined in this Manual for the
specific building type.
The scale of the original structure should be
respected with restorations and additions
following existing window proportions and
sizes and floor to ceiling heights.
Character‐defining features of the original
structure such as porches, porticoes, and
cornices should not be radically changed or
destroyed.
Repairs or renovations to contributing structures
should occur so as to retain all character‐
defining features. These may include, but are
not limited to, window casings, storefronts,
porch columns, cornices, handrails, brackets,
corner boards, and similar features.
All new construction and additions to existing
structures shall be within the height limits as
shown on the Downtown Overlay District
Height Map. (Section 3.4).
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4.3 RESTORATIONS AND ADDITIONS
4.3.3 Special Conditions:
PRESERVING
TRADITIONAL FEATURES
Materials used in restorations and additions
should be in‐kind with the original structure
and appropriate to the architectural vernacular
of Mount Holly.
See the Architectural
Guidelines, 5.2 Building Elements, for more
information on materials and configuration.
Use of approved technical procedures for
cleaning, refinishing and repairing historic
features is strongly encouraged.
If an original material was painted, it should be
repainted to maintain the original appearance.
It is inappropriate to paint elements (for
example brick) that were not originally painted.
Restoration of brickwork should use the same
size, texture, mortar color, and joint tooling.
Disabled access ramps should be designed to not
detract from the original building façade, and be
visually compatible from public vantages.

For all contributing structures, the preferred
sequence of preservation actions for character–
defining features is as follows:
a) If a feature is intact and in good condition,
maintain it as such.
b) If the feature is deteriorated or damaged,
repair it to its original condition.
c) If it is not feasible to repair the feature, then
replace it with one that is the same or similar in
character (i.e. materials, detail, finish) to the
original one. Replace only that portion which is
beyond repair.
d) If the feature is missing entirely, reconstruct
it from appropriate evidence.
Where
replacement occurs, in‐kind replacement with
materials that match in dimension, material and
profile should be used.

Elements added to a structure over time that
are not part of the original design, and are
inconsistent with patterns found in Mount
Holly, should be removed and replaced with
original materials and configuration.

In the example at left, inconsistent materials and treatments have detracted from the building’s original design.
The restoration design on the right demonstrates the restoration of original character‐defining details, and the addition of
materials and treatments that are compatible with the original design.
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4.3 RESTORATIONS AND ADDITIONS
4.3.4 RESOURCES
Following is a list of resources related to Historic
Preservation. These include National and State
agencies as well as other organizations. The
National Park Service makes available
Preservation Briefs with technical guidance on
specific restoration topics.
The following sources are provided for informational
purposes only. The City of Mount Holly is not
responsible for any of the content obtained from these
sources.
Gaston County Historic Preservation
Commission
http://www.co.gaston.nc.us/HistoricPreservation
Preservation North Carolina
http://www.presnc.org
The Secretary of the Interior’s and National Park
Service Cultural Resources Heritage Preservation
Services – Preservation Briefs
National Trust For Historic Preservation
http://www.nationaltrust.org
University System of Maryland Library
Catalogues and Database. This is Victor web and
contains information from numerous university
libraries & databases.
http://victorweb.lib.umd.edu/
National Archives and Records Administration
– Preservation Information and Society links.
http://www.archives.gov/preservation/index.html
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.
http://www.achp.gov/
Preservation Directory.com – Resources and
resource tools for preservation.
http://www.preservationdirectory.com/

Historic Preservation Services – National Park
Service
http://www2.cr.nps.gov/
Technical Preservation Services for Historic
Buildings – National Park Service
http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/tpscat.htm
Walk Through Historic Buildings – National
Park Service – Learn to Identify the Visual
Character of a Historic Building
http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/walkthrough/
Respectful Rehabilitation: Answers to Your
Questions on Historic Buildings.
Washington, D.C.: The National Park Service,
U.S. Department of the Interior, and The
Preservation Press of the National Trust for
Historic Preservation, 1982.
The Secretary of the Interiorʹs Standards for
Rehabilitation and Guidelines for
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. Washington,
D.C.: The National Park Service, U.S.
Department of the Interior, rev. 1990.
The National Alliance of Preservation
Commissions Hall of States, Suite 342
444 North Capitol Street
Washington, D.C. 20001
(301)663‐6149
The National Main Street Center
The National Trust for Historic Preservation
1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202)673‐4219
The National Park Service
Preservation Assistance Division
Technical Preservation Services
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013‐7127
(202)343‐9573
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4.3 RESTORATIONS AND ADDITIONS
4.3.5 EXAMPLES

BEFORE

An example of a historic building that became more auto–
oriented during successive renovations. Glazing at the street
level had been minimized because window shopping was no
longer necessary. Signs were enlarged to be easily read from a
car. Windows on the second floor were completely eliminated
as the building no longer supported additional functions.

AFTER

The same example has been restored and re-oriented toward the
pedestrian environment. Inviting streetscape elements include
restored storefront windows with a high percentage of glass at
the street, planters, and awnings for shade. Signs reflect a
pedestrian scale. Second floor windows have been
re-opened and new residential spaces have been established.

Opportunities exist to remove materials inconsistent with original designs and restore the
details, rhythm, and articulation of the streetscape.

Potential for the entire building to accommodate functional space can be restored
by re-opening upper level windows.
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5.1 ARCHITECTURAL COMPOSITION

5.1
ARCHITECTURAL
COMPOSITION
The following section describes the
architectural composition of
commercial and residential buildings
in the Downtown Overlay District.
The Architectural Guidelines address
proportion, technique, and materials
related to building forms and
architectural elements.
The standards, adopted in the City of
Mount Holly Zoning Ordinance, are
indicated throughout this manual in
italics and are mandatory.
The remainder of the guidelines are
more flexible. However, they are
strongly encouraged and will be used
in evaluating design proposals.
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5.1 ARCHITECTURAL COMPOSITION
5.1.1 ARCHITECTURAL IMAGERY
OF MOUNT HOLLY
Historic images of Mount Holly reveal
precedents of proportion and rhythm within
building facades and architectural details. These
include elements such as windows, doors,
rooflines, and ornament. These images, coupled
with an awareness of the building traditions of
central and northern North Carolina towns,
provide a basis for identifying a vernacular style
unique to Mount Holly.
The term vernacular describes a way of doing
things that is native to a region. It is the
normally spoken language of a specific place,
the dialect.
When applied to architecture,
vernacular describes building types that
honestly react to the overall environment, local
climate, building functions, users’ needs,
materials, and technology available during its
time in history.
The building vernacular in the core of
Downtown Mount Holly consists of many
mixed‐use,
brick
commercial
structures.
Moving away from the center, residential
buildings are often of wood and are two‐storied
with gabled roofs and porches. Other building
patterns include a rich tradition of civic
architecture and a number of historic mills.
Among these different building types, certain
principles of composition, proportion and
rhythm remain consistent.
These guidelines aim to support this vernacular
tradition by building on the accumulated
traditions of the City and the region. Each
structure becomes part of Mount Holly’s larger
building pattern by reacting to and learning
from preceding examples, accommodating
present needs, and taking its own place in history
for future generations to study and build on.

Manual for Development │ DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY

March 2005

Architectural Guidelines

5.1 ARCHITECTURAL COMPOSITION
The following images represent vernacular
building types seen in Mount Holly:
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5.1 ARCHITECTURAL COMPOSITION
5.1.2 FAÇADE PROPORTION,
RHYTHM, AND ALIGNMENT
Façade proportions have historically been
determined by the nature of the materials and
structural
components
of
a
building.
Proportions within Mount Holly’s architectural
vernacular are a function of the spans of
wooden beams and the dimensions of load
bearing brick. The rhythm of the building form
is then established.
The following section provides basic principles
for understanding and maintaining historical
scale, proportion, and rhythm.
See 3.4 Downtown Overlay District Height
Map, and 4.0 Urban Guidelines, for information
on building heights and floor‐to‐floor heights
for different building types within the district .
The proportions of windows and doors should
respond to a human scale in order to create
pedestrian comfort and visual unity.
Openings should relate proportionately to the
building’s primary composition and the rhythm
established by the building’s structure, façade,
columns, and porches.
It is important that openings have a vertical
rather than horizontal orientation.
Commercial storefront openings should provide
a greater percentage of windows and doors at
street level, but still be in proportion to the
overall building façade.
See 4.1.3 Special Conditions: Storefronts, for
information on the required percentage of
transparent features within a facade.
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5.1 ARCHITECTURAL COMPOSITION
Building composition is traditionally divided
into three parts consisting of the base
(foundation and piers); the body (façade,
porches and columns); and the cap (cornice,
parapet, roof and dormers). These elements, in
some form, should be consistently visible within
all of the building types.

Cap

Body
Base

The proportion of the body, the main building
level, should be dominant. Secondary to this
should be the base (foundation), and the cap
(parapet wall, or roof and roof elements).

Division into three parts

Rhythm is reinforced specifically by windows
and doors on the building façade as they relate
to elements such as piers and columns.
Once a structural proportion and rhythm has
been established within a building form, all of
the Architectural Elements should relate and
align with that proportion and rhythm.
Porches respond to the structural bays in the
foundation and façade. Columns align with the
piers and façade. Windows and doors align
with the façade and column spacing. Dormers
align with the roof form and the windows or
columns below. In addition, the proportion,
rhythm, and alignment of various architectural
details (chimneys, vents, shutters, brackets,
water table, frieze, etc) should be considered.

Alignment of elements

Primary building facades shall be arranged to
create equal spacing and vertical alignments
between structural elements, decorative building
elements and fenestration.

Vertical proportions
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5.2
BUILDING
ELEMENTS
The following section describes the use
of building elements in the design of
commercial and residential buildings
in the Downtown Overlay District.
The Architectural Guidelines address
proportion, technique, and materials
related to building forms and
architectural elements.
The standards, adopted in the City of
Mount Holly Zoning Ordinance, are
indicated throughout this manual in
italics and are mandatory.
The remainder of the guidelines are
more flexible. However, they are
strongly encouraged and will be used
in evaluating design proposals.
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5.2 BUILDING ELEMENTS
5.2.1 EXTERIOR WALLS AND
FOUNDATIONS
Building walls and foundations should reflect
and complement the traditional materials and
construction techniques of Mount Holly.

The following guidelines should also be
considered when designing exterior walls and
foundations:

Exterior wall and foundation materials vary
between commercial and residential buildings
and should be selected based on the vernacular
traditions of the particular building type.



Exterior walls on commercial and mixed‐use
buildings shall be finished primarily in brick,
with cast stone or formed concrete details.
Exterior walls on residential buildings shall be
finished in wood, brick or true stucco.







Brick bond patterns should have historic
precedent in Mount Holly.
Wood finishes may be beveled or lapped
siding, Hardi‐Plank composite siding
(smooth finish), Cedar shingle, or vertical
board & batten.
Changes in materials on any exterior
building wall should be accompanied by a
change in plane.
Changes in materials at exposed corners
should occur only at interior corners and not
exterior corners.

Other materials for exterior building walls may
be considered upon a showing by the developer
that the material is visually compatible.
The following materials are considered
visually incompatible in the Downtown
Overlay District:








Vinyl or aluminum siding
Particle Board
Corrugated Metal
Unfinished concrete block
False stone cladding
Rough‐sawn wood
Synthetic stucco systems (EIFS)

Not Acceptable

Not Acceptable

Acceptable

Change of material
in same plane

Change of material at
exterior corner

Change of material at
interior corner
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5.2 BUILDING ELEMENTS
5.2.2 ROOFS, SOFFITS, AND
ACCESSORIES

The following general details are recommended:


Roofs in the Mount Holly vernacular are
generally simple in nature. The following
guidelines discuss roofing materials and details.



COMMERCIAL MIXED‐USE STRUCTURES



Commercial and mixed‐use structures generally
have low‐pitched roofs concealed by parapet
walls that accentuate and sometimes exaggerate
the height of the building on the front façade.






See the Urban Guidelines, 4.1.2 Massing Scale
and Height for information on allowable roof
forms and parapet wall heights for commercial
and mixed‐use structures.



RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES



Residential structures generally have hipped or
gabled roofs for primary roof forms, and lower‐
pitched shed roofs at porches or elements that
are subordinate to the primary structure.





Asphalt shingles with an architectural‐grade
and minimum of 25‐year 300 lb. rating.
Standing seam metal, “V” and “5‐V” crimp
metal, galvalume, or copper.
Minimum roof overhang for enclosed sloped
soffits should be 12”.
Minimum overhang for exposed rafters
should be 18”.
Gable‐end overhangs are typically less than
their sides. It is recommended that gable
ends be a minimum of 12” unless supported
by brackets.
Skylights, vent‐pipes and other service‐
oriented roof penetrations should not be
visible from a street or other public vantage.
Roof penetrations for service elements
should be made of copper or painted to
match the color of the roof.
Gutters should be copper, galvanized steel
or painted aluminum.
It is preferred that gutters be half‐round in
profile and match the roof color.
Down spouts are preferred to be round.
Roof flashing, rain diverters and other roof
accessories should match the roof color.

See the Urban Guidelines, 4.2.2 Massing Scale
and Height for information on allowable roof
pitches for residential structures.
Sloped roofs that are visible from the street
shall be constructed of standing seam metal,
clay tile, concrete tile, slate, or asphalt shingles.

Examples of gabled and hipped residential roof forms
with overhangs

Example of commercial mixed-use roof form with
surrounding parapet wall
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5.2 BUILDING ELEMENTS
5.2.3 CORNICES AND PARAPET
WALLS
Cornices and Parapet walls are architectural
details that accentuate the juncture of the
exterior building wall and the roof. These
details also protect the joint and the building
from water penetration.

Soffit is finished with traditional crown and bed moldings .

For restoration of character–defining features on
an existing, contributing structure, see 4.3.3
Special Conditions: Preserving Traditional
Features for the preferred sequence of
preservation actions.
The following general details are recommended:






The size, detailing and depth of the cornice
and parapet wall should be in proportion
with the design of the structure.
Cornices should be finished with traditional
crown and bed moldings.
Horizontal soffit areas should be finished
with beaded or tongue & groove wood.
Continuous venting in enclosed soffits with
aluminum vents is permitted on new
construction, but it is recommended that it
be less than 3” wide and disguised in the
soffit to the extent feasible.

Parapet wall with metal cornice detail.

Cornices and parapet walls are in proportion to the
height and mass of the building.
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5.2 BUILDING ELEMENTS
5.2.4 WINDOWS, DOORS, AND
SHUTTERS

Primary windows should be single hung or
double hung. Casement and awning windows
should be used in secondary locations only.

The rhythm of a building’s façade and its overall
scale are determined largely by the placement of
windows and doors. Window placement and
proportions should be considered in relation to
the overall façade.

It is encouraged that windows follow traditional
precedents
for
divided
light
sashes.
Combinations include, among others, 6/6; 6/1;
4/4; 4/2; 4/1; 2/2; 2/1; 1/1.

Window and door placement should follow a
pattern of vertical and horizontal alignment
with the architectural elements of the building.
see 5.1.2 Façade Proportion, Rhythm, and
Alignment for more information.
All primary windows should be taller than they
are wide. The vertical to horizontal proportion
should be no less then 5:3.
Primary windows facing a street shall be taller
than they are wide, except for accent windows
which may be other shapes.

Windows should be trimmed with sills and
lintels that help express orientation and
proportion.
Window casings and screens on front facades,
and on sides where visible from the street, shall
be made of wood, or clad wood material.
Window sashes facing a street shall be inset no
less then 3 inches from the exterior wall of a
masonry building.
Window glass shall be transparent with no dark
tints.
Exterior shutters, if used, shall be a minimum of
one half the width of the window, sized and
mounted in relation to the window size.
Skylights shall not be visible from a public
vantage.

4 over 2 lite

6 over 1 lite

V

H
Many decorative
patterns are compatible

Small, square,
awning window
used as an accent

Vertical to horizontal proportions
(5:3 ratio shown)
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5.2 BUILDING ELEMENTS
(5.2.4 Windows, Doors, and Shutters ‐Continued)

COMMERCIAL MIXED‐USE STOREFRONTS

Doors facing a public vantage should be
constructed of materials that are visually
compatible with the façade of the building.
Wood or a wood and glass combination is
preferred.

See the Urban Guidelines, 4.1.3 Special
Conditions: Storefronts for information on
required percentage of transparent features
(windows and doors) over the surface area of
commercial and mixed‐use facades.

Doors facing a public vantage should be hinged;
sliding doors are discouraged.

Storefront window casings shall be made of
wood, wood clad, copper, aluminum, or other
metal upon a showing by the developer that the
product is visually compatible.

Primary entry doors should be paneled, ranging
from two to six in number. Doors without
panels are discouraged.
Alignment of the top of the door with the top of
the windows of the same floor is encouraged. A
transom may be used to achieve this alignment.

Storefront windows shall not utilize highly
reflective glass or plastic glazing.
Individual panels of fixed‐frame storefront
glazing shall not exceed a surface area of 28
square feet and shall be no larger than 7 feet
vertically by 4 feet horizontally.
Displays, shelving and signs shall cover no
more than 15% of the total window area.
Transoms above storefront windows are
encouraged but not required in subdividing
storefront glazing.

Door panels can
range from two to
six in number

Aligning the top
of windows with
doors is ideal

Exterior burglar bars or other fixed security
devices that obscure the view into the storefront
shall not be installed.

Commercial Mixed‐Use Storefront
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5.2 BUILDING ELEMENTS
5.2.5 PORTICOES, BALCONIES,
AND AWNINGS
Porticoes, balconies, and awnings can signify the
entrance to a building from the public realm.
These elements provide a transitional space
between public and private zones. They also
help create an engaging streetscape with depth,
shadow and formal variation.
Porticoes and balconies shall provide a fixed
permanent cover or roof.
They shall be
supported by columns, brackets or other
architectural supports.

Various examples of fixed storefront awnings and porticoes

Porticoes, balconies, and awnings shall provide
a clear height beneath of no less than 10 feet.
Balconies on commercial mixed‐use buildings
shall be constructed of wrought iron or other
metal.
Balconies on commercial mixed‐use buildings
shall not extend more than 3 feet from the
primary facade.
Awnings help to provide shade for storefronts
and a portion of sidewalk space, signify a
particular business, and create an engaging
streetscape with texture and color.
Storefront awnings should be simple in design,
exhibiting less than four colors.
Awnings are not recommended for residential
structures.
Awnings shall be constructed of canvas, cloth or
equivalent, metal or glass.
Mansard awnings, back‐lit awnings, and high
gloss or plasticized materials are prohibited.
Historic example showing an entry portico as well as
awnings that provide shade for street level windows.
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5.2 BUILDING ELEMENTS
5.2.6 PORCHES, STOOPS, AND
STAIRS

5.2.7 COLUMNS, POSTS, AND
RAILS

See the Urban Guidelines, 4.1.3 Special
Conditions: Porches for information on
required percentage of porch frontage,
minimum dimensions, and height for new
residential construction.

Columns, Posts, and Rails generally form the
most visible components of a porch, portico,
balcony, stoop or stair.

Porches, stoops, and stairs signify entrances and
provide an elevated transitional space between a
building and its site, or between private and
public zones. These elements also help create an
engaging streetscape with formal variations in
depth and height.
Porch and stoop flooring shall be constructed of
wood, brick, stone or other masonry, or concrete
finished with a brick edge.

Columns, posts, and rails should be in scale and
proportion with the porch, portico, balcony,
stoop or stair to which they are related.
Columns, posts, and rails shall be constructed of
wood, brick, or iron, as appropriate to the
structure.
Other materials may be considered upon a
showing by the developer that the material is
visually compatible.
All exposed wood surfaces shall be painted.

Stair treads and risers shall be constructed of
wood, brick, stone or cast concrete.
Commercial stairs and ramps shall comply with
all applicable codes, incorporating non‐
combustible materials such as steel or concrete
as necessary.
All exposed wood surfaces shall be painted.

Continuous brick
column

6x6 or 8x8 chamfered column
over elevated pier

The following materials are considered
visually incompatible in the Downtown
Overlay District:






Vinyl or aluminum elements
Synthetic stucco systems (EIFS)
Rough‐sawn wood
Unpainted treated lumber
Unfinished concrete block

6x6 chamfered column with
base and cap detail

8 inch round column with
smooth finish

Examples of residential porch configurations
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5.2 BUILDING ELEMENTS
5.2.8 DECORATIVE ELEMENTS
Detailing provides distinction and individuality
to each building. Many structures throughout
the region exhibit their unique qualities through
detailing, while sharing common forms with
other buildings.
Details can range from ornate to very simple
vernacular inventions that grow out of the best
use or function of a material.
Necessary
building elements are transformed into
character‐defining features once their aesthetic
potential is considered.
Several examples follow which illustrate this
concept.

Decorative Elements include windows, columns, pediments, entablature, doors, molding, porticoes,
dormers, chimneys, and other architectural details.
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5.3
SITE
ELEMENTS
The following section describes the
use of site elements in the design of
commercial and residential buildings
in the Downtown Overlay District.
The Architectural Guidelines address
proportion, technique, and materials
related to building forms and
architectural elements.
The standards, adopted in the City of
Mount Holly Zoning Ordinance, are
indicated throughout this manual in
italics and are mandatory.
The remainder of the guidelines are
more flexible. However, they are
strongly encouraged and will be used
in evaluating design proposals.
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5.3 SITE ELEMENTS
5.3.1 FENCES AND WALLS
Low masonry retaining walls, fences or hedges
are encouraged as a traditional architectural
feature in Mount Holly to delineate residential
yards from public sidewalks. They allow the
viewer to see in while establishing private space
while contributing to the continuity of the street
front.
Low masonry retaining wall for a residential property.

Landscaped edges may be planted sufficiently to
achieve a continuous fence line, provided they
do not exceed a height of 4 feet in front yards.
Residential front yard fences shall be visually
permeable and shall not exceed a height of 4 feet.
Residential front yard fences shall be
constructed of wooden pickets, brick piers with
brick lattice infill, wrought iron, or brick piers
with iron infill.
Rear yard and side yard privacy fences shall not
exceed a height of 6 feet.

Wrought-iron fence in Downtown Mount Holly.

Wooden fences visible from a public vantage
should be painted.
Retaining walls should be constructed in brick
or stone.

Fence pickets and posts may exhibit a variety of architectural forms.
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5.3 SITE ELEMENTS

Fences and walls are strongly discouraged on
the public facades of commercial properties,
except where they screen existing parking areas.
Fences and walls that screen parking areas from
public view shall be constructed of materials
that match or are visually compatible with
adjacent building facades.
The following materials are considered
visually incompatible
in the Downtown Overlay District:






Brick retaining wall with piers for a residential property.

Chain‐link or barbed wire
Rough‐sawn wood
Unpainted treated lumber
Unfinished concrete block
Synthetic Fencing (PVC)
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5.3 SITE ELEMENTS
5.3.2 SERVICE AREAS
Mechanical equipment and service areas visible
from the street increase visual clutter. Care
should be taken when identifying the
appropriate location for such equipment. The
correct placement, screened out of view, can
enhance the visual character of the area.
Service and utility meters shall be located away
from primary public vantages.
Refuse containers and equipment shall be
located away from primary public vantages and
contained in service yards.

Example of an enclosed service area
attached to the rear of a commercial building.

Roof‐mounted mechanical equipment shall be
screened from view from all public vantages.
Window air‐conditioning units shall not be
placed on the primary façade of a structure.
Air conditioning equipment on grade shall be
enclosed in a service yard or screened from any
public vantage with approved fencing or
landscaping.
Service yards built to conceal mechanical
equipment, refuse containers, and other service
equipment shall be located to the side or rear of
buildings out of view or screened from public
vantages.

Example of a fenced service area.

Service yards shall be constructed of materials
matching or visually compatible with those of
the main structure.
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5.3 SITE ELEMENTS
5.3.3 MAILBOXES

5.3.5 EXTERIOR LIGHTING

Mailboxes shall meet all applicable US Postal
Service standards.

Exterior Lighting should enhance the aesthetics
and safety of outdoor spaces. Adequate lighting
of commercial sites should ensure a safe and
efficient flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic.
Lighting should be designed to blend into the
surrounding landscape.

Residential mailboxes should be of metal or
wood construction, installed on posts, posts
with decorative brackets, turned posts, or set on
brick piers.
Plastic mailboxes are visually incompatible.
Commercial mailboxes should be placed in a
discreet location that will not interfere with the
flow of pedestrian or vehicular traffic.
Commercial mailboxes may be of metal
construction with either metal mounting posts
or painted wooden bracketing posts.

5.3.4 SATELLITE DISHES

Fixtures used to accent architectural features or
landscaping shall be carefully located, aimed, or
shielded to minimize light spill.
Flood lighting (with the exception of emergency
lighting) shall not be used on residential
properties or on the public facades of
commercial properties.
All lighting sources (with the exception of
emergency lighting) shall be shielded within an
opaque housing to avoid glare or excessive
illumination.
Blinking or flashing lights shall not be used as
permanent fixtures on residential or commercial
properties.

Satellite Dishes and antennas shall be located
to the rear of properties or otherwise concealed
from public view.
The use of smaller satellite dishes with a non‐
reflective finish mounted on roofs beyond public
vantage is recommended.
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6.0
LANDSCAPE
GUIDELINES
The Manual for Development
in Downtown Mount Holly
does not currently incorporate
landscape recommendations.
However, recognizing the need
to have Landscape Guidelines for
the City, this section has been
reserved for later inclusion.
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7.0
SIGN GUIDELINES
The Manual for Development
in Downtown Mount Holly
does not currently incorporate
Sign Guidelines.
This section has been
reserved for later inclusion.
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8.1 REVIEW PROCESS AND ADMINSTRATION
This section is reprinted in part from the City of
Mount Holly Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 20,
Article XV: Administration, Enforcement, and
Penalties, (revised 1996.) Refer to the Ordinance
for further information and later revisions.

8.1

REVIEW PROCESS AND
ADMINISTRATION

The Zoning Ordinance of the City of Mount
Holly shall be administered and enforced by the
Zoning Enforcement Officer and administration
appointed by the City Manager.
If the Zoning Enforcement Officer shall find that
any of the provisions of this Ordinance are being
violated, he shall notify the person responsible
for such violation, indicating the nature of the
violation and ordering the action necessary to
correct it. He shall order discontinuance of
illegal use of land, buildings, or structures;
removal of illegal buildings or structures or
additions; alterations, or structural changes
thereto; discontinuance of any illegal work being
done; or shall take any other action authorized
by the Zoning Ordinance to insure compliance
with or to prevent violations of its provisions.
No land shall be used or occupied and no building
structurally altered, erected, or moved, or its use
changed, until a Zoning Permit shall have been
issued by the Zoning Enforcement Officer stating
that the building and/or the proposed use thereof
complies with the provisions of the Zoning
Ordinance. No Building Permit shall be issued
and no building shall be occupied until that
Permit is approved.
The Zoning Enforcement Officer shall collect such
fees for the issuance of Zoning Permits as are
authorized by the fee schedule as adopted by the
City Council.
The issuance of a valid Zoning Permit shall
confer with it the right to undertake and
complete the development and/or use of
property under the terms and conditions of
such Permit, provided that such action as
authorized by the Permit is commenced within
one hundred eighty (180) days of issuance and
provided that all other permits are obtained.
Otherwise the Permit shall be void.
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8.2 SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
8.2

SUBMISSION
REQUIREMENTS

Conceptual Review Process
Prior to the preparation of working drawings and
specifications, prospective property developers,
owners or agents are encouraged to prepare
preliminary drawings and outline specifications
for review and informal discussion with the
Community Development Department.



The shape, dimensions, and location of all
buildings, existing and proposed, on the said
lot;



The nature of the proposed use of the building
or land, including the extent and location of
the use, on the said lot;



The location and dimensions of off‐street
parking and the means of ingress and egress
to such space; and



Any other information which the Zoning
Enforcement Officer may deem necessary for
consideration in enforcing the provisions of
this Ordinance.

The purpose of this review will be to acquaint the
developer, owner, or agent with the standards of
appropriateness of design that are required for
the proposed development.
The pre‐application Conceptual Review shall not
require formal application.
All working
drawings, plans, and specifications submitted at
this meeting should be in duplicate, prepared in a
form suitable for filing.
The Community Development Department Staff
opinion will be non‐binding and is offered to
save the applicant time and expense in pursuing
a design that might ultimately be disapproved,
and to aid the applicant in preparing the
application.

In addition to required submittal materials listed
above, the following contains a more detailed list
of required drawings that may be applicable for
the type of project being reviewed:







Application Review Process
Each application for a Zoning Permit shall be
accompanied by a plan in duplicate, drawn to
scale, one copy of which shall be returned to the
Owner upon approval. The plan shall show the
following:




The shape and dimensions of the lot on which
the proposed building or use is to be erected
or conducted;




The location of the said lot with respect to
adjacent rights‐of‐way;



Fully dimensioned floor plans for each floor.
Computation of total heated area.
Computation of percentage of total land area
to total impervious structures and surfaces.
Elevation drawings for all sides of the
structure. Indicate vertical heights, window
types, percentages of glazing as applicable,
roof pitches, and building materials.
Typical construction details, wall sections,
storefront details, porch and railing details,
foundation details, fence and wall details,
service yard details, and sign details.
Scaled site plan showing property lines,
setbacks and build‐to lines as applicable.
Show footprint and placement of proposed
improvements, ingress and egress, parking
and all horizontal construction.
Show
footprint of adjacent structures within 25’ of
property line. Provide drainage information
on site plan.
Landscape and screening plan indicating
species and size of plantings.
Exterior lighting plan.
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8.3 DEMOLITION
8.3

DEMOLITION IN THE
DOWNTOWN OVERLAY
DISTRICT

Property owners are strongly encouraged to
rehabilitate contributing buildings (generally
buildings that are over 50 years of age) that have
fallen into disrepair but are structurally sound
and potentially useable as an alternative to
demolition.
Owners may consult the National Register of
Historic Places, the State Historic Preservation
Office, the Mount Holly Zoning Enforcement
Officer, and architecture and preservation
professionals to determine the importance and
feasibility of preserving and reusing the
structure. Owners should additionally consider
the building’s significance to maintaining the
character of the Downtown Overlay District.
In cases where rehabilitation of the structure is
cost‐prohibitive, or otherwise against the intent
of the owner, demolition of the building is
permitted according to the procedure outlined
in the City of Mount Holly Zoning Ordinance.
It should be clearly understood by the owner,
prior to pursuing demolition, that any new
development on the site must conform to the
guidelines and standards of the Downtown
Overlay District described in the Manual for
Development in Downtown Mount Holly.

Manual for Development │ DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY

March 2005

Manual for Development

9
Glossary

9.1
9.2

Definitions of Design Review Terms
Glossary of Architectural Terms

March 2005

Manual for Development │ DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY

Glossary

March 2005

9.1 GLOSSARY OF DESIGN REVIEW TERMS
ADA Standards.
The Americans with
Disabilities Act requirements for universal
accessibility in building and environmental
design.
Alteration.
Any change in the external
architectural features of any structure within the
Downtown Overlay District.
Board of Adjustment.
Regulatory body,
consisting of nine members, which reviews all
applications for appeal of a decision by the
Zoning Enforcement Officer. From Mount Holly
Zoning Ordinance, Article XII, Section 12.1.
Building Code. Those standards adopted by
local governments to regulate the construction
of buildings. In Mount Holly, these refer to
those building codes in effect for Gaston County
as well as all codes appropriate for government‐
funded buildings.
Building Permit. A permit required for
construction of new buildings or for alterations
of the interior or exterior of a structure.
Demolition. The destruction of a building or
structure. Demolition within the Downtown
Overlay District requires a Zoning Permit.
Egress. Exit.
Exterior Architectural Appearance.
Architectural character, general composition
and general arrangement of the exterior of the
structure, including the building material, type
and character of all windows, doors, light
fixtures, signs and appurtenant elements visible
from the street or public thoroughfare.
Historic Property.
Any place, building,
structure, fixture, or similar object that has been
individually designated as a contributing
property within the Downtown Overlay District.
Ingress. Entrance.

Ordinary Maintenance or Repair. General
repair to a structure or building which could be
considered regular day to day necessities in
keeping a structure or building in operable or
living condition and which prevents hazards to
the public.
Plans.
Scale drawings in plan view and
elevations, site surveys, and drawings
containing all the information necessary to
demonstrate the alterations proposed by the
applicant to receive a zoning permit.
Preservation. The saving from destruction,
deterioration, or demolition of old and historic
buildings, sites, structures and objects and
providing for their continued use by means of
restoration, rehabilitation, or reuse. Specifically,
ʺthe act or process of applying measures to
sustain the existing form, integrity, and material
of a building or structure, and the existing form
and vegetative cover of a site. It may include
stabilization work where necessary as well as
ongoing maintenance of the historic building
materialsʺ (Secretary of the Interior).
Rehabilitation. The act or process of returning
a property to a state of utility through repair or
alteration which makes possible an efficient
contemporary use while preserving those
features of the property which are significant to
its historical, architectural, and cultural values.
Restoration. The act or process of accurately
recovering the form and details of a property
which are significant to its historical,
architectural, and cultural values (Secretary of
the Interior).
Story. A story is defined as the vertical portion
of a building façade that equals the height of the
interior space enclosed by that facade. When
dwelling space is located within a roofline, it is
considered one‐half (1/2) story.
A raised
foundation containing a garage, storage area, or
dwelling space is considered a story.
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9.1 GLOSSARY OF DESIGN REVIEW TERMS
Structure. Anything existing, constructed, or
erected with a fixed location in or on the
ground, such as walls, fences, signs, light
fixtures, steps, or elements thereof.
Zoning Ordinance. The legal document of
codes and regulations by which the City of
Mount Holly “…is empowered to regulate and
restrict the height, number of stories, and size of
buildings and other structures, the percentage of
the lots that may be occupied, the size of yards,
courts, and other open spaces, the density of
population, and the location and use of
buildings, structures, and land for trade,
industry, residence or other purposes.” City of
Mount Holly Zoning Ordinance, Article I, Section
1.1.
Zoning Permit. The document issued by the
Mount Holly zoning administration following
the review proscribed in the Design Review
section, certifying that the proposed actions by
an applicant are found to be acceptable in terms
of design criteria relating to the property and
the Downtown Overlay District.
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9.2 GLOSSARY OF ARCHITECTURAL TERMS
Alignment. The arrangement of objects along a
straight line.

Asphalt Shingles. A type of roofing material
composed of layers of saturated felt, cloth or
paper, and coated with a tar or asphalt
substance, and granules.

Awning. A roof‐like structure, often made of
canvas or plastic, that serves as a shelter, as over
a storefront, window, door, or deck.

Balcony. A railed projecting platform found
above the ground level. A platform projecting
from a wall, enclosed by a railing or balustrade,
supported on brackets or cantilevered out.

Base.
The lowest part of a column or
architectural structure. A base story is the
lowest story.

Bay. A main division of a structure, usually
containing a window or door. A building with
three windows across the front is referred to as
three bays wide.
Also an enclosed space
protruding from the exterior of a building such
as a bay window.

Board and Batten. Vertical plank siding with
joints covered by narrow wood strips.

Bracket. A projecting support member found
under the eaves or other overhangs. Related
terms: Modillion, Corbel

Character. The combination of qualities or
features that distinguishes a place.

Column. A slender upright structure, generally
consisting of a cylindrical shaft, a base and a
capital: It is usually a supporting or ornamental
member in a building. Related term: pillar.

Coping. The protective uppermost course of a
wall or parapet usually with a sloping top. Also
refers to a masonry base below an iron fence.

Cornice. The continuous projection at the top of
a wall. The top course or molding of a wall
when it serves as a crowning member.

Cupola. A small structure built on top of a
building, usually for ornamental purposes.

Double‐Hung Window. A window with two
sashes, (the framework in which window panes
are set), each movable.

Dormer. A window set upright in a sloping
roof. The term is also used to refer to the roofed
projection in which this window is set.

Elevation. The vertical plane of a façade of a
building. An elevation drawing is a view of
such vertical plane.

Exterior Expression. The composition of the
building façade, that corresponds to the interior
spatial arrangement, such as the number and
height of floors and interior volumes expressed
through door and window placement and
structural and decorative elements.

Façade. Front or principal face of a building;
also, any side of a building that faces a street or
other open space.
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9.2 GLOSSARY OF ARCHITECTURAL TERMS
Fenestration. The arrangement of windows on a
building.

Masonry. Construction material such as stone,
brick, concrete block or tile.

Flashing: Pieces of metal, usually copper or
galvanized aluminum, used to prevent leaking
on roofs, around chimneys, at the edge of a roof
and vertical wall, over windows and doors, and
at the water table.

Massing. The grouping or arrangement of the
primary geometric components of a building.
The physical size and bulk of a structure.

Floor‐to‐Floor Height. The vertical distance
measured between one finished floor level and
another finished floor level, either one story
above or below. This does not indicate the
distance between a finished floor and ceiling.
Frieze. A horizontal board used to terminate the
corner boards and siding material at the soffit.
Frontage. The front, or street‐facing, edge of a
site.
Foundation. The lowest supporting part or
member of a wall, including the base and
footing courses of a structure.
Glazing. Window pattern or type. The metal or
wooden members in a window unit, which form
the framework of individual panes.
Human Scale.
A combination of building
elements that are accommodating and
proportional to the human form.
In‐kind Replacement. To replace a feature of a
building with materials of the same
characteristics, such as material, texture, color,
etc.
Lintel. A horizontal structural member that
supports a load over an opening.
Lite: A single pane of glass. The lite pattern is
defined by the number of lites in each sash. For
example‐ 4 lite over 1 lite.

Mixed‐Use Building. A structure that allows
multiple spaces to be utilized within a single
building for different purposes. Many mixed
use buildings allocate lower level space for
commercial or civic uses, and upper levels for
studios, offices or dwelling units.
Orientation. Generally, orientation refers to the
manner in which a building relates to the street.
The entrance to the building plays a large role in
orientation of a building; whereas, it should face
the street.
Ornament. Architectural elements such as a
cornice or frieze which embellish the building
façade and often provide protection for the
building structure.
Outbuilding. A detached structure which is
secondary in hierarchy from the main building,
serving in some complementary support
function. This would include, garage, carport,
guest house, studio, conservatory, equipment
shed, workshop, potting shed, pump room, etc.
Pane. A single piece of window glass. Double
hung windows are often described according to
the number of panes they have in each sash. For
example, a six over six indicates that each sash
has six panes.
Parapet. A low wall or protective railing often
used along the edge of a roof.
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9.2 GLOSSARY OF ARCHITECTURAL TERMS
Patterns.
A set of consistent building
configurations, forms, or methods that are
characteristic of a particular place.
Pier. A foundation support column typically of
masonry construction.
Pilaster. The projecting part of a square column
which is attached to a wall, it is finished with the
same cap and base as a freestanding column.
Also a narrow vertical member in a similar
position.
Porch Piers. Upright structures of masonry
which serve as principal supports for porch
columns.
Portico. A porch or covered walk consisting of a
roof supported by columns.
Post. A piece of wood, metal, etc., usually long
and square of cylindrical, set upright to support
a building, sign, gate, etc.
Preservation. The act or process of applying
measures to sustain the existing form, integrity
and materials of a building or structure, and the
existing form and vegetative cover of a site. It
may include initial stabilization work, where
necessary, as well as ongoing maintenance of the
historic building materials.
Proportion. The relationship of an individual
part to an entire composition. Within a façade,
the relationship between building elements,
with respect to comparative size, quantity, or
density.
Public Vantage. Any view permitted from a
public thoroughfare.

Railing: The railing is a continuous horizontal
member forming the top portion of the
balustrade.
It is found on porches and
staircases.
Reconstruction.
The act or process of
reproducing by new construction the exact form
and detail of a vanished building, structure or
object, or part thereof, as it appeared at a specific
period of time.
Rehabilitation. The process of returning a
property to a state of utility, through repair or
alteration, which makes possible an efficient
contemporary use while preserving those
portions and features of the property which are
significant to its historic, architectural, and
cultural values.
Renovation. The act or process of returning a
property to a state of utility through repair or
alteration,
which
makes
possible
a
contemporary use.
Rhythm. Patterned variation characterized by
the regular recurrence or alternation of different
building elements.
Roof. The top covering of a building. Types
include:


Gable Roof has a pitched roof with ridge
and vertical ends.



Hip Roof has sloped ends instead of
vertical ends.



Shed roof has one slope only and is built
against a higher wall or roof.

Sash. The framework into which window panes
are set.
Scale. The size of structure as it appears to the
pedestrian and in relationship to adjacent
structures.
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9.2 GLOSSARY OF ARCHITECTURAL TERMS
Setback. The distance between the street right‐
of‐way line and the front line of a building or
any projection thereof. This also refers to side
and rear yard lines.
Shutter. A covering for a window or door, used
both externally and internally. When operated,
it will cover the window from jamb to jamb.
Shutter styles vary. Often found are louvered,
raised panel or drop (flat) panel, and board and
batten.
Siding. The narrow horizontal or vertical wood
boards that form the outer face of the walls in a
traditional wood frame house. Horizontal wood
siding is also referred to as clapboards. The
term “siding” is also more loosely used to
describe any material that can be applied to the
outside of a building as a finish.
Sill. The lowest horizontal member in a frame
or opening for a window or door. Also, the
lowest horizontal member in a framed wall or
partition.
Soffit. The under surface of an architectural
feature, such as an arch, roof, cornice, window
or door head.
Generally referring to the
underside of the roof overhang.
Standing Seam Metal Roof. A standing seam
roof is a roof with vertical metal panels.
Historically, the panels were fitted together with
hand rolled seams.
Stoop. A small porch, platform, or staircase
leading to the entrance of a building.
Store Front.
A street level façade of a
commercial building, usually having display
windows.

Streetscape. Generally, the streetscape refers to
the character of the street, or how elements of
the street form a cohesive environment.
Sustainable Design.
A building design
philosophy that strives to create a structure that
withstands time and natural weathering and can
accommodate a variety of uses, thereby
exhibiting longevity through thoughtful, initial
design decisions.
Transom Window. A small window or series of
panes above a door or window.
Vernacular. This describes a building which
does not exhibit details associated with a
specific architectural style, but is a simple
building with modest detailing and form.
Historically, factors often influencing vernacular
building were things such as local building
materials, local climate and building forms used
by successive generations.
Visual Compatibility. Factors dealing with
height, proportion, rhythm, materials, and
details of buildings, in relationship to the
surrounding visual environment.
Visual Continuity.
A sense of unity or
belonging together that elements of the built
environment exhibit because of similarities
among them.
Visually Incompatible.
Height, proportion,
rhythms, materials and color of buildings, their
elements and materials are NOT visually
sympathetic with the Downtown Overlay
District.
Water Table. A projecting, sloping member
around a building’s foundation to throw rain
water away from the wall.
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