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CATAWBA RIVER CORRIDOR PLAN:
proposed design
3.0 Overview

3.1 Vision

3.2 Greenway Sections

3.0 Overview
As described in the Introduction, the goals of this
planning process include providing a balanced
multi-use trail to accommodate all potential users,
providing for access nodes to parks and other Mount
Holly resources, and providing an analysis of best
surface material for the trail. An evaluation of
existing conditions, opportunities, and constraints
(detailed in Chapter 2) informed the design of the
recommended Catawba River Greenway system. The
Catawba River Greenway will be a continuous trail
system in the future, traversing diﬀerent land uses, and
utilizing diﬀerent facilities that include paved trails,
unpaved trails, small bridges, and sidewalks. It will
become an alternative transportation, recreational,
and conservation corridor integrated and connected
into the fabric of the Mount Holly community.
The ‘A Day on the Catawba River Greenway’ provides
a vision for the greenway corridor and illustrates what
a visitor to the greenway might experience in one day
including existing and proposed destinations. Next,
are maps of the three greenway sections:
• Downtown
• Nature Preserve
• Cross-Country Recreation Resource
& Forest Education

In Chapter 4 – Implementation, the three greenway
sections are further broken down into (9) trail
segments which show detailed trail alignment and
surface material, cross sections, amenities, budget
costs, right of way issues and other concerns taken
into consideration.

3.1 Vision
The Catawba River is a beautiful natural resource
in the Mount Holly Community. Its shoreline is
relatively undisturbed providing habitat for wildlife
and environmental educational opportunities for
visitors. This corridor along the Catawba River is
a unique opportunity to locate a greenway trail to
connect the residents and visitors of Mount Holly
with the river and the community and region.
In order to convey what one might experience while
on the Catawba River Greenway, a map with images
and a timeline was created. The idea is to imagine
taking a bike tour along the future completed Catawba
River Greenway. The images and text on the two
following pages illustrate the various experiences one
might have and also shows potential development
opportunities such as a pedestrian bridge crossing
the Catawba River and an Environmental Center.

These three greenway sections vary in character and
present the overall proposed alignment and design of
the greenway corridor and support facilities.
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A DAY ON THE CATAWBA RIVER GREENWAY

9:00 AM

STOWE YMCA

You unload your bikes to start your journey at
the south trailhead along the Catawba River
Greenway.
You ride along a smooth 10’ wide asphalt trail
through a new townhome development then along a
concrete sidewalk in the Riverfront Neighborhood.
You think to yourself “how great to have a greenway
trail right outside your back door!”

10:00 AM

RIVERFRONT PROMENADE

You take a little detour in the Riverfront
Neighborhood to check out the new marina and
restaurant that recently opened. There are folks
enjoying coﬀee outside and jogging along the
riverfront promenade.

11:00 AM

T U C K A S E E G E PA R K

The trail becomes a boardwalk over low wetland
areas. You’re amazed at the variety of plants and
wildlife found here.
You see an amphitheatre
tucked in the woods, people walking their dogs in
the dogpark. When you get closer to the river you
see an impressive pedestrian bridge that looks like
it is crossing the Catawba River . . .
You’re getting hungry for lunch, so you decide to wait
to cross that bridge another day on the greenway.
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11:30 AM

O B S E R VAT I O N D E C K ( 1 )

During your walk along the river’s edge, you discover
an observation deck built out over the river. It
appears to be constructed over an old mechanical
structure. As you read the descriptive sign, you
learn the historical signiﬁcance of this area.

NOON

LUNCH DOWNTOWN

You lock your bikes at the Citizens Center and take
a short walk to the City Cafe downtown to explore
the daily lunch specials. It is a perfect day to sit
outside for a meal.

2:30 PM

O B S E R VAT I O N D E C K ( 2 )

After a relaxing lunch you get back on your bike
and leave the city behind. All you can see are trees
and the meandering river on your right. You take
your time to enjoy the natural surroundings and
stop at another observation deck to watch the river
ﬂow by.

3:00 PM

E N V I R O N M E N TA L C E N T E R

You continue your journey north along the greenway.
You are surrounded by mature beech trees and catch
glimpses of the Catawba River through the trees on
your approach to the Environmental Center. There
are several side paths you can take to view and learn
more about the endangered Schweintz’s Sunﬂower.

