
The City of Grosse Pointe Farms does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission or access to its programs, 
activities, or services as required by Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. If you require further 
information or need to request an accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act, please contact Derrick 
Kozicki, Assistant City Manager/Clerk by email at: dkozicki@grossepointefarms.org or by calling 313-885-6600. 

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 
AGENDA OF BUSINESS 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 9, 2023 

The Regular Meeting of the CITY COUNCIL of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms will be held at City Hall located at 90 Kerby 
Road on October 9, 2023  at 7:00 p.m. 

1. Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Roll Call.
3. Reading and consideration of the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on September 11, 2023.
4. Presentation of Mayoral Proclamation for Daughters of the American Revolution’s “America 250 Patriot Marker”

at Joy Bells.
5. Consent Agenda.

a. Consideration of a request to approve a special event application and road closure for the Grosse Pointe
Chamber of Commerce Santa Claus Parade on 11/24/2023.

b. Recommendation to appoint Holly Litton, 403 Moran to the Beautification Advisory Commission for a
term ending 02/2026

c. Consideration of a request to approve a resolution designating 90 Kerby Road as the City’s Early Voting
Site.

d. Consideration of a request to approve September 2023 invoices.
6. Reports.

e. Receive September 2023 Public Safety Report.
7. Other Business.
8. Adjournment.
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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

September 11, 2023 at 7:00 P.M. 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was held at City Hall, 90 Kerby Road and called 
to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, September 11, 2023, by Mayor Louis Theros. 

1. Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Roll Call.

Present: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly, Councilmembers Sierra Leone Donaven , Beth Konrad-
Wilberding, Joe Ricci, Neil Sroka and Lev Wood. 

Absent: None. 

Others Present: Shane Reeside, City Manager, Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager & City Clerk; Tim Rowland, Finance 
Director; John Hutchins, Director of Public Safety; Andrew Rogers, Deputy Director of Public Safety; William T. Burgess, 
City Attorney and Matthew Baka, Director of Public Service.  

There was a quorum present. 

3. Reading and consideration of the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on August 14, 2023.

MOTION: Motion by Mayor Louis Theros , second by Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly  to approve the minutes of the 
Regular Meeting held on 8/14/2023. 

VOTE: Yes: 7; No: None; Absent: None. CARRIED 7 to 0. 

Council heard a presentation from Wayne County Commissioner Tim Killeen. 

4. Board of Zoning Appeals

MOTION: Motion by Councilmember Sierra Leone Donaven , second by Councilmember Beth Konrad-Wilberding  to 
temporarily adjourn the City Council and reconvene as the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

VOTE: Yes: 7; No: None; Absent: None. CARRIED 7 to 0. 

a. Consideration of a request for a dimensional variance for 15 Rose Terrace.

Charles Gabel, property owner and applicant was present to answer questions about his Board of Zoning Appeals 
Application. 

Councilmember Beth Konrad-Wilberding  stated she is in favor of granting the variance because the garage configuration 
does present a practical difficulty and recognizes this is a significant variance.  

Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly stated the garage configuration does present a practical difficulty and this situation is 
different because the private homeowners association board voted to approve it. 

Councilmember Lev Wood  stated that nothing has changed since the last meeting where the matter was heard except 
that the homeowner’s association board approved the plan. No alternatives to the original plan have been proposed and 
there is no practical difficulty. 

Mayor Louis Theros opened public comment at 7:33 p.m. 

No public comment was received. 

Mayor Louis Theros closed public comment at 7:33 p.m. 

MOTION: Motion by Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly , second by Councilmember Sierra Leone Donaven to approve the 
variance request for Charles and Lisa Gable of 15 Rose Terrace described in the Board Packet dated August 14, 2023. I 

3.
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believe the variance is in harmony with and will serve the intent and purposes of the various ordinances, specifically 
Section 1702 of the Zoning Ordinance of Grosse Pointe Farms. I believe that the variance requested will not increase 
population density nor will it require additional government resources beyond previous planned conditions. I also 
believe that the properties along Rose Terrace including the existing structure maintain a consistent relationship with 
the front property line and is in harmony with other residents in the area. I believe that the variance will result in 
substantial justice being done considering the public benefits intended to be secured by ordinances and the hardships 
and difficulties suffered if the variance is not granted will adhere to the detriment of those petitioning for it. I do not 
believe that the hardship or difficulty can not be obviated by some other method other than a variance. I do not believe 
that the variance will substantially interfere with or injure the rights of persons whose property is affected by the 
proposed variance. The practical difficulty that I see is based upon the applicants suggestion that it may be unsafe to 
ingress and egress from the home while a vehicle is backing out along with the difficulty of moving vehicles from the 
garage to the driveway. 

VOTE: Yes: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly, Councilmembers Sierra Leone Donaven, Joe Ricci and 
Neil Sroka; No: Councilmembers Beth Konrad-Wilberding and Lev Wood; Absent: None. CARRIED 5 to 2.  

a. Consideration of a variance request for 336 Kerby Road.

Daniel Vincent Jensen, property owner and applicant was present to answer questions about his Board of Zoning 
Appeals Application. He stated that the existing one car garage has been demolished because it was an eyesore and 
needed new footings. He added that the new garage will not have plumbing or insulation and will be used for more 
accessible storage.  He cited 209 Cloverly Road  as precedent for this type of variance. 

Councilmember Neil Sroka  asked the applicant when the garage was built. 

The applicant stated the garage was built approximately 1959.  

Councilmember Neil Sroka  asked the applicant if the original garage had a second floor. 

The applicant stated no. The original garage did not have a second floor. 

Councilmember Lev Wood  asked the applicant if the garage could be attached to the home. 

The applicant stated no. It wouldn’t be practical to attach the garage to the home. 

Councilmember Lev Wood  asked the applicant if the garage could be made two feet shorter since the dimensions have 
changed. 

The applicant stated no. The garage could not be made two feet shorter. 

Mayor Louis Theros opened public comment at 7:43 p.m. 

No public comment was received. 

Mayor Louis Theros closed public comment at 7:43 p.m. 

MOTION: Motion by Councilmember Neil Sroka , second by Councilmember Sierra Leone Donaven  that the appeals 
application submitted September 1, 2023 by Dan Jensen for the construction of a 345 square foot garage is granted, 
thereby offering the issuance of a building permit to construct a structure that is 20 feet tall verse 15 feet that is 
required. Therefore their garage would exceed the maximum height by 5 feet. To reach this decision we have reviewed 
Mr. Matt Baka’s memo dated September 5, 2023, the application received September 11, 2023, the letter from 
McKenna dated September 5, 2023. Potential factual findings indicate that strict application of the Zoning Ordinance 
would result in a practical difficulty to the owner who desires the garage to have an appearance more in harmony with 
the existing homes in the area and accommodate modern vehicle sizes. The new garage would continue to be in 
compliance with the side and rear yard setback requirements and any impact on the surrounding residences will be 
minimal. The variance is in harmony with and serves the intent and purpose of the ordinance because: 1) The variance 
will not increase population density; 2) The variance will not negatively affect government services or the districts 
character; 3) the site and the character of the proposed building will be largely unchanged and will be in harmony with 
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the surrounding residences. The proposed variance meets the standards of Article 25. The variance will result in 
substantial justice being done because the hardship suffered if the variance is not granted will be significant because the 
owner will not be able to accommodate modern vehicle sizes. The garage is more than 60 years old and needs 
replacement and the hardship is not self created. The proposed variance will not substantially interfere with or injure 
the rights of the persons whose properties are effected by the proposed variance. The Board of Zoning Appeals hereby 
grants the foregoing variance without any prejudice nor setting any precedent for future appeals.   

VOTE: Yes: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly, Councilmembers Sierra Leone Donaven, Beth Konrad-
Wilberding, Joe Ricci, Neil Sroka and Lev Wood.; No: None; Absent: None. CARRIED 7 to 0. 

MOTION: Motion by Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly , second by Councilmember Joe Ricci  to temporarily adjourn the 
City Council and reconvene as the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

VOTE: Yes: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly, Councilmembers Sierra Leone Donaven, Beth Konrad-
Wilberding, Joe Ricci, Neil Sroka and Lev Wood.; No: None; Absent: None. CARRIED 7 to 0. 

4. Consent Agenda.

a. Consideration of a request from the Public Safety Department to purchase Motorola Prep
Radios.

b. Consideration of the annual SMART Municipal and Community Credit Contract for FY 2024.
c. Consideration of a request to approve August 2023 invoices.

Mayor Louis Theros opened public comment at 7:45 p.m. 

No written or audience public comment was received. 

Mayor Louis Theros closed public comment at 7:45 p.m. 

MOTION: Motion by Councilmember Lev Wood seconded by Councilmember Beth Konrad-Wilberding to approve the 
Consent Agenda. 

VOTE: Yes: 7; No: None; Absent: None. CARRIED 7 to 0. 

5. Reports
a. Receive the August 2023 Public Safety Report.

Council received the August 2023 Public Safety Report. 

6. Other Business.

City Manager Shane Reeside spoke about the September 2, 2023 End of Summer Bash at Pier Park, the 2023 Road 
Program, the upcoming GPFF Fundraiser and the upcoming Concours d’Elegance Car Show. 

Councilmember Neil Sroka thanked boat club for a successful Thursday Night Concert series. 

Councilmember Beth Konrad-Wilberding stated that the final location of the pickleball court location will require City 
Council approval. 

Mayor Louis Theros closed public comment at 7:57 p.m. 

Andrew Dervan, 306 Fisher Road spoke about basement flooding on Fisher Road. 

Athena Papas, 314 Fisher Road spoke about basement flooding on Fisher Road. 

Margaret Crandal, 320 Fisher Road spoke about basement flooding on Fisher Road. 

Daniel Vincent Jensen, 336 Kerby Road spoke about his role as the director of the Grosse Pointe Public Safety 
Foundation established in April 2023. 

Mayor Louis Theros closed public comment at 8:09 p.m. 

Having reached the end of the agenda the Regular City Council Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
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________________________ 
Mayor Louis Theros 

________________________ 
Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager & City 
Clerk 



Mayoral Proclamation 
City of Grosse Pointe Farms 

WHEREAS: I am pleased that the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), Louisa Saint 
Clair Chapter, dedicated its America 250 Patriots marker on Sunday, September 17, 2023. The 
ceremony took take place at Joy Bells Park in Grosse Pointe Farms, where the marker has been 
erected; and 

WHEREAS: the dedication is part of the new DAR America 250 Patriots Marker project, 
created to raise awareness of the courage and sacrifice of the patriots who won America's 
independence, as well as to honor the memory of these committed men and women, with whom 
we have a sacred compact to ensure that these United States of America continue as a 
government of the people, by the people, and for the people; and 

WHEREAS: the text of the marker reads as follows: 

Revolutionary War Patriots 
This marker commemorates the 
men and women who achieved 

American independence. 
These patriots, believing in the 
noble cause of liberty, fought 

valiantly to found a new nation. 
1775-1783 

Presented by 
Louisa St. Clair Chapter 

Daughters of the American Revolution 
in honor of the 250th anniversary of the United States; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Louis Theros, Mayor of Grosse Pointe 
Farms, on behalf of the people of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms, congratulate the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, Louisa Saint Clair Chapter, at the dedication of its America 250 
Patriots marker and salute the DAR chapter on its new program to commemorate American 
Revolutionary War patriots in conjunction with our nation's two hundred fiftieth anniversary 
celebration in 2026. 

____________________ 

Mayor Louis Theros 
City of Grosse Pointe Farms 

4.



CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 

CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 9, 2023 

SUBJECT: Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade 

DEPARTMENT: Public Safety Department 

SUBMITTED BY: Deputy Director Rogers 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The Public Safety Department has reviewed the event application for the “Grosse Pointe 

Santa Claus Parade.” The parade will require certain streets to be closed for staging and the 

event.  Due to parade staging, Grosse Pointe Blvd from Lewiston to Newberry will have no 

on-street parking. Lewiston Road between Grosse Pointe Blvd & Kercheval Ave will also have 

no on-street parking. Finally, Kercheval Avenue between Fisher Road and Lewiston Road will 

be closed to vehicular traffic as this is part of the parade route.  All restricted parking and 

closures will start at 8:00 a.m. till approximately 11:30 a.m.  The parade will begin at 10:00 

a.m.  This is the same route and closures as in years past. Parade organizers will have a point

of contact in front of St. Paul’s School to help direct participants.  The Public Safety

Department will utilize officers & and the GPF Reserve Unit for traffic control and pedestrian

safety.  In addition, the LIONS Club of Grosse Pointe will be holding their Jingle Bell run that

has always preceded the parade.  The run utilizes the closed roadways that are shut down for

the parade.  Please see the attached documentation.

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

Request City Council approval of the “Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade” 

5A.













CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 
CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 9, 2023

SUBJECT: Appointment of Holly Litton to Beautification Advisory Commission 
(BAC) for a three-year term ending 2027. 

DEPARTMENT: Administration 
SUBMITTED BY: Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager & City Clerk 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Holly Litton made a request to Councilmember Donaven to be appointed to the 
Beautification Advisory Commission. Councilmember Donaven, in her role as BAC 
Chairperson, is recommending City Council approve their appointments to the 
Beautification Advisory Commission. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

Approve the appointment of Holly Litton to the Beautification Advisory Commission 
for a three-term beginning in February 2024 and expiring in February 2027. 

5B.





CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 
CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 9, 2023 

SUBJECT: City of Grosse Pointe Farms Early Voting Site Resolution 
DEPARTMENT: Administration 
SUBMITTED BY: Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager & City Clerk 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

With the passing of the 2022 Early Voting proposal, several requirements have been placed 
on the Counties and on local municipalities to implement the processes for the nine (9) 
consecutive days of early voting.  One of these requirements is for the local governing 
body to approve the early voting site. 

It is my recommendation that the City Council approve the designation of City Hall as the 
early voting site for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms. This site allows City staff to supervise the 
early voting election inspectors, answer any questions or concerns raised by voters, provide a 
seamless process for residents who wish to register and vote early at the same time, and 
to provide the necessary security of election equipment each day for the duration of early 
voting. It is also my recommendation that early voting be available for statewide and 
federal elections only and not odd year local elections. Due to the popularity of absentee 
voting in Grosse Pointe Farms, early voting is expected to have low turnout and shouldn't 
create any issues. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

Approve City of Grosse Pointe Farms Early Voting Site Resolution 

Attachments: 1) Early Voting Site Resolution 

5C.



City of Grosse Pointe Farms Early Vo�ng Resolu�on 

Whereas the voters in Michigan, on November 8, 2022, approved the passage of Proposal 22-2, which in 

part, en�tles voters the right, once registered, to vote in each statewide and Federal elec�on in person 

at an early vo�ng site prior to elec�on day, open for nine consecu�ve days beginning on the second 

Saturday before the elec�on and ending on the Sunday before the elec�on, for at least eight hours each 

day; and 

Whereas the Early Vo�ng Precinct for all Grosse Pointe Farms registered voters will be held at City Hall, 
90 Kerby Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan, 48236, as it meets polling place requirements; and 

Whereas the Early Vo�ng Precinct for State and Federal Elec�ons will be open for nine consecu�ve days 
beginning the second Saturday before elec�on day through the Sunday before elec�on day during the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; and 

Whereas the City Clerk is allowed to set addi�onal hours for Early Vo�ng, add addi�onal days of Early 
Vo�ng, and allow Early Vo�ng for an elec�on that is not a statewide or Federal elec�on, by this 
resolu�on; and 

Whereas all Early Vo�ng dates and �mes will be posted sufficiently forty-five days prior to every elec�on 
to no�fy voters; and 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the City of Grosse Pointe Farms City Council approves the 
establishment of the Grosse Pointe Farms Early Vo�ng Precinct which will be located at City Hall, 90 
Kerby Road. Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan, 48236 for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms. 

Vote: 

Ayes: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly, Councilmembers Sierra Leone Donaven , Beth 
Konrad-Wilberding, Joe Ricci, Neil Sroka and Lev Wood. 

Nayes: ______ 

I, Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager & City Clerk, hereby cer�fy that the foregoing is a true and 
complete copy of a resolu�on adopted by the City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms, County of 
Wayne, State of Michigan, at a regular mee�ng held on Monday, October 9, 2023. 

_________________________ 

Derrick Kozicki 
Assistant City Manager & City Clerk 



CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 
CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 9, 2023 

SUBJECT: Request for approval of September 2023 Invoices 

DEPARTMENT: Finance 

SUBMITTED BY: Tim Rowland, Director of Finance 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

City Council approval is requested for the following September 2023 invoices: 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
Approval of the September 2023 invoices, as presented. 

5D.
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