
Tyler Smith – Megunticook River Citizen Advisory Committee Member 

Recommendation for Montgomery Dam on the Megunticook River 

Introduction 

As a business owner deeply invested in Camden's tourism economy and an engineer concerned 
with the structural integrity of public and private infrastructure, I am recommending the removal of 
the Montgomery Dam on the Megunticook River. My recommendation is based on the following 
considerations: 

• I believe that removing the dam will increase the aesthetics of the harbor, the river entry 
into the harbor and the current upstream impoundment areas. 

• I believe that removing the dam will reduce both short and long-term maintenance and 
structural complexity and expense for adjacent public and private infrastructure. 

While I acknowledge the importance of history, storm resiliency, environmental benefits and 
potential for fish passage. I personally am primarily focused on the aesthetics, and structural 
improvements that dam removal would bring to Camden’s downtown and harbor areas. 

 

Aesthetic and Tourism Benefits 

The aesthetic value of the Megunticook River as it flows into Camden Harbor is vital to the town's 
appeal and economic health. Tourists are drawn to the picturesque harbor and the businesses 
overlooking the harbor, river and the current dam/impoundment. I firmly believe that removing the 
dam and creating a nature-like, free-flowing river with strategically designed deep pools will 
enhance the scenic appeal to both locals and visitors. 

While I do feel the removal of the Montgomery dam can result in a more aesthetically pleasing river 
entry into the harbor, it is not a given. I feel we as a committee still have much to understand and 
address regarding the aesthetic challenges associated with dam removal.  

I must apologize, as I feel this committee has done a disservice to the many locals, including 
business owners that are primarily interested in the aesthetics of the river by focusing perhaps too 
much on fish passage, flooding and other more easily measurable items. I feel we as a group need 
to quickly play catchup on the more subjective topic of aesthetics. 

Dam Removal Aesthetic Challenges: 

The biggest challenge we currently have regarding aesthetics is a lack of quality detailed renderings 
of what different areas will look like post dam removal. Only recently have we even had a high-level 
birds eye view rendering to share with the public.  

Renderings and design options need to be created and understand for what the natural deep water 
pooling will look like during low flow periods, what the view will be from businesses south of the 
proposed channel, such as the Camden Deli and Buttermilk Kitchen and what areas upstream of 
Route 1 bridge will look like. 



 

Structural and Maintenance Advantages 

From an engineering perspective, the removal of the Montgomery Dam presents significant 
opportunities to reduce both short and long-term structural and maintenance expenses for both 
the town and nearby businesses. 

The consolidation of the river channel post dam removal would allow for easier access to 
mechanical systems and opportunities for more permanent foundation structures to buildings 
adjacent to the river. Without the dam, ongoing repairs, inspections, and updates to the aging dam 
structure will also no longer burden the town’s budget. 

 

Conclusion 

If our current situation was flipped and we had a free-flowing river entering the harbor and we were 
here considering the construction of a new dam to improve aesthetics I believe it is unlikely that 
such a proposal would gain support. Likewise, maintaining the Montgomery Dam does not 
represent the best long-term solution for Camden. By removing the dam and reimagining the river 
as a nature-like pooling waterway, we can enhance the town’s visual appeal, improve access to the 
river, and reduce private and public structural and mechanical costs. 

 

Note on Harbor Park: While I acknowledge the need for improvements in the lower section of 
Harbor Park from the grounding basin to the American Boathouse, these changes should not 
complicate the Montgomery Dam decision. Instead, they should be addressed in a separate 
process focused on opportunities such as natural shorelines, tide pools, stepped shoreline and 
boat ramp upgrades. 

 


