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The departments within curriculum and instruction have been immersed in the details of teaching and 

technology combined. Administrators, Instructional Coaches, Coordinators and DOCs have all worked 

together to support the use and roll out of Benchmarkŏmore to come as the year unfolds. At the 

elementary level, teachers have been utilizing the new ELA resource Benchmark, and while no resource 

can claim to be panacea, Benchmark, thus far have been yielding fairly positive feedback.   The 

instructional coaches have shared a'' Benchmark Collaboration ClassroomŘ through Google. It is a forum 

for teachers to share lessons, pose questions and share practices.   Across elementary schools, PBIS is alive 

and well, as each school has maintained its support and use of PBIS through virtual assemblies, student of 

the month and incentives. This support is afforded to our students through creative uses of technology. 

Secondary has been equally as committed to delivering high quality instruction, and celebrating students. 

Student recognition includes those who have made the honor roll, were named commended students on 

the 2021 National Merit Scholarship, and were named National Merit Semi -Finalist in the 2021 National 

Merit Scholarship Program. All of these partnerships occur through skillful and purposeful use of 

technology.   

 

In the spirit of celebrating Thanksgiving, we have decided to coin this month ŗTechs-givingŘ. Technology 

has become such an integral part of school life, and this year has been the year that has proven it to be 

so!  We are ever thankful that we have leveraged our instructional technology and devices to continue to 

educate our students. Being one of the largest suburban school districts, making that a reality for all 

students and staff was no small accomplishment.   In retrospect, we started the school year in the remote 

model, and then we migrated to a hybrid model, ready to pivot at a momentŚs notice. Currently, pivoting 

and flexibility seem to be the norm.   The new normal has also given rise to many new tech phrases. The 

field of education has long been one that purports its own phraseology, and some are so familiar like 

GPAs, CSTs, IST, and preps, specials, ENCORE, and PLCs to name but a few.  The new normal has brought 

about new phrases and meaning to commonly known words like,   Meets, Zoom, turn -off your mute 

button, break -outs, virtual classrooms,   gallery view, chat, polls, the list is almost endless, but I believe you 

get the point. It may be safe to say that more and more change, and new inventive phrases and meanings 

are on the horizon.  

 

As the first quarter and first trimester are upon us, we will be reporting 

our studentsŚ progress thus far in both and/or a combination of remote 

and hybrid models.   Lakeland as a whole, has responded to the new 

demands of remote and hybrid and our studentsŚ progress will give 

testament to that. The use of technology has given us a way to meet 

students where they are in their learning. Classes that I have visited both 

in-person and virtual have shown that we are dedicated to continuity of 

instruction. The many departments across the district have utilized 

technology to support, connect, instruct, assess, council, and conduct 

school business ŕ thanks to the staff/faculty, technology and its use.  

 

I wish you all a safe, happy and healthy ŗTechs-givingŘ to all! 



DȈǶARǺMȈNT ǫȂȗPȈǲȍȓȋS 

ȈȓȋǯȍSH ǯȂȓǪǼȂGE ARțS 

Teachers at the elementary level continue to unpack Benchmark and implement the multiple 

resources within the Benchmark Universe. STAR and NSGRA reading assessments have been 

completed and teachers are working on differentiating instruction to meet the needs of their 

students.  

Teachers in Grades K-5 had the opportunity to meet with Patty McGee, the writing consultant, at 

Benchmark. 

ǱATH 
Focus on:   THE AMERICAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 8  

 

November marks the month during which middle school students across the United States compete in the 

American Mathematics Competition 8 (AMC 8).   This involves a rigorous test where students in Grade 7 and Grade 8 

at LCBMS engage in a timed exam.   Here are a couple of examples of the questions:    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Serious business, right?  Undaunted, LCBMS students 

signed up to bear down, wrestling with challenging math in 

a challenging time.   We tip our hats to them.   Results are 

expected from the Mathematical Association of America 

(MAA) in December 2020 or in January 2021.  

 

 
 



SȦIȈNȦE 
Elementary:   

All schools have begun teaching the Science 21 Units. PNWBOCES has shared some additions to 

the units to assist in remote learning and/or the hybrid model.  

 

Secondary:   

The teachers are using a variety of resources to assist students in practice and assessments. 

Castle Learning is one example of a tool that many science teachers find helpful to create 

assignments electronically for students.  

In their classes teachers are working hard to create assignments and projects that not only meet 

state standards, but are also interesting and engaging for our students. Some highlights of these 

include:  

Webquest lab activities  

Researching and writing about famous scientists. (The list of scientists included many modern 

and more diversified types of scientists)  

In Grade 6 the students worked through a THINK PIPE lab. The students were called to be 

designers in a toy company.   They needed to design,plan, and execute an experiment on a type 

of toy ball.   They utilized many skills stated in our New York State Science Standards.   

In our Astronomy class students are greeted by a picture related to an astronomical 

phenomenon. Their first assignment is to ask questions based on the picture shared with them. 

Learning how to ask good probing research questions is another skill highlighted in our science 

standards. 

 

Our district is a member of the Hudson River Teacher Center Located at PNWBOCES.   We have 

access to the courses and programs that are offered through the center.   Here are the latest 

remote classes. Some are offered synchronously and some asynchronously. They can all be 

found on My Learning Plan or follow this link. (https://conta.cc/3m6JrRh)  

 

ȈȓL 

The ENL Department is continuing to explore ways to better 

connect with ELLs and their families in this hybrid learning model. 

The Talking Points app has been an indispensable resource for us 

this school year. We are able to frequently check in with parents 

and guardians in their native language to keep them up to date 

on their childŚs academic success and needs, as well as sharing 

information on community resources for the whole family. 

Connecting with families and building a trusting relationship has 

been key to keeping our ELLs actively engaged, especially those 

who are learning remotely.    



ǹOȦǬȂL SǺȝǥIȈS 

Social Studies Lessons and Activities  

PNW BOCES Integrated SS/ELA Curriculum  offers several online learning lesson plans for grades K -8.  Click here to 

access the following online lessons.  

 

K-2 Mini Unit/Lesson Plans:   ŗUnderstanding Myself and My Community: Where I Live and How We All Work TogetherŘ 

 

3-5 Mini Unit/Lesson Plans:   "Changing the World Around Us: People, Governments and the Environment"  

6-8 Mini Unit/Current Event Tasks:   "Social Justice: Us, Them, We: How Do We Treat Others? How Do We Build 

Community?"  

 

The National Constitution Center  brings students from all over the country together for weekly Scholar Exchanges on 

aspects of the Constitution.   These sessions are part lecture and part lively discussion, encouraging civil dialogue, 

critical thinking, and active listening.   Students, teachers, and parents are welcome to join the sessions.   30 minute 

sessions take place on Monday and Wednesday, with sessions for middle school level at 12 p.m. and high school at 2 

p.m.  Additional sessions on Fridays at 1 p.m. are open to learners of all ages.   You can view the full schedule of 

upcoming Scholar Exchanges here. 

Social Studies Spotlight  

ŗJust because you do not take an interest in politics doesn't mean politics won't take an interest in you.Ř  -Pericles 

Students in many Social Studies classes participated in the 2020 National Student Mock Election.   Students were able 
to cast votes   for President, House of Representatives, and State Senate.   They also shared their opinions on issues 
such as the Electoral College, the Green New Deal, Medicare for All, Limitations on Free Speech, and Making Election 
Day a Holiday.   See the results here.  

STǧǡM 

The STEAM Coordinators have reviewed the feedback from all eight Lakeland buildings and are moving onto the next steps in 

working towards creating a cohesive and comprehensive K -12 STEAM Program for Lakeland students.   Collectively, we are 

constructing a mission statement, K -12, and establishing goals for this school year based on recent data collection. In the 

elementary buildings, students have been applying design thinking to build everything from Bone Bridges (to hold eight 

quarters) to Candy Conduits (to safely hand out candy) for the Halloween season.   

 

At the secondary level, teachers and students are applying the Design Thinking Process into various projects across grade lev els 

and interdisciplinary classes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pnwboces.org/SSELANEW/News.aspx
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/online-civic-learning-opportunities/upcoming-scholar-exchanges
https://2020nsme.com/#results

